| | 


The Moſt Celebrates 


2 the LIFE of ; 


Veronica of Milan. 


A Book certify d by the Heads of the U. 


| 


niverſity of Conimbra in Portugal, to be 


reviſed by the Angels and approved of 2 * 
God. (Ja viſto y reviſtopellos Anids 7 4 


approvado por Dios.) 


„* 3, * 


a 
nn. 


Begun to be Tranſlated from the Portugueſe by the & 
late Dr. Geppes, and finiſh'd by Mr. OzZELL : 4 


With the Approbation of his GRACE the 5 


ARCH BISHOP of CANTERBURY, + 


In whoſe Library at Lambeth the Origini 
of this Curioſity remains. 


L 6 XN © @ a6 - 
- Prlneed; and Sold by J. Roberts i in Warwick-lane, 


| Popiſh Fecleſiaſtical 
ROMANCE: 


— : s g IRS , 5 | | 


M DCC XVI. 


5 


HA deſign of the following Tranſlation, as woll 
as of the Original, the Reader will hereafter find 
5 fully ſet forth by the late Dr. Geddes, that it 
#s abſolutely unneceſſary for me to ſay any thing upon that 
bead. If it had pleas d God to have continued that 
learned Man longer in this life, the Piece had been enrich'd 
#hrouphout with thoſe judicious Obſervations he was /o ca- 
pable of making, and with which ſo much as was done by 
him is replenifht. But fince Providence ordain dit otherwiſe 
the Reader muſ? 
as heleft undone and indeed even That will ſufficiently-con- 
vince any ingenuous mind of the. folly and wickedneſs of 
the Popiſh Writers, and alſoof the badneſs of that Cauſe 
which muſt ftand in need of ſuch Forgeries to ſupport it. 
The Book it ſelf, after many written Copies had been han- 
ed about divers Years in order to prevent the good effetts of 
the Reformation, was at laſt printed in Spaniſh, which 


1 I could have procur'd I would have collated with that _ 


printed in the Portugueſe Tongue, to haue ſeen whether 


'they differ'd. Bat having long ſought for the former with= 


out Succeſs, I proceeded where the Doctor left off upon the 

latter, printed at Lisbon in the Year 1671 and dedica· 

ted to the Princeſs of Portugal. | 
Before I diſmiſs the Reader, it will be proper to obviate 


uxry he may make about the Omiſſion of the remarka* © 1 


4 | | 
Be Story of the Handkerchief ſo well remember'd by all, 
and which even ſome very learned Per ſons, deceiv'd by the co- 


tale up with a bare Tranſlation of ſo much A 
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incidence of Names, have expeAted to find in the following 


The PREFACE. 


Tratt, becauſe of its being intituled Veronica; whereas 
the Legend of the Handkerchief ſo call'd is much ancien- 
ter than our Milaneſe Saint, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing account, which I have extracted from @ foreign 
Author. 5 : 


_— 


VERONICA, a Name commonly given to Bere- 
nice, a Jewiſh Woman who threw a Handkerthief upon 
our Saviour's Face, (when be was bearing his*Croſs to 
Mount Calvary,) 0 wipe away the Blood and Sweat 
vith which he was cover d. Some ſay, Veronica ts pro- 
perly the Figure it ſelf of our Saviour's Face, aphich re- 
mmain'd impreſs'd upon that Handkerchief, ſo call'd from 


* zheſe two Words, Vera Icon; (that is, à true Image) 
and by corruption, Veronica. It is believed that this 


Handkerchief was done up in three Folds, with the print 


| of our Saviour's Face on each, and that one is kept at 


Rome, another in Spain, and the third at Jeruſalem. 


There is in the Library of the Vatican a Manuſcript, 
containing the Hiſtory of the Tranſlation of the Holy Face 
of our Saviour, which, they ſay, was brought to Rome 


in the Reign of Tiberius; for Methodius /ays, that that 
Emperor, who had heard talk of the Miracles of Chriſt * 
in Judea, being ſeized with a Leproſie, ſent Ambaſſadours 


hither to fetch him; but the Son of God being then 


Aſcended to Heaven, they brought to Rome that Bere- 


nice who had our Saviour's Face ſtampt upon her Hand- 


tercbief, and it cured the Emperor with a Touch. Pope 


Boniface VIII. cauſed that precious Relict, of which 


there has been ſeveral Copies made, to be brought from the 
Church of the Holy Ghoſt, to that of St. Peter. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
H O' none, that do firmly believe 


ted in my former Tracts, or any 


Heaven, for its being the Religion of the pre- 


tended Saint the Legend treats of; nevertheleſs, 


other Popiſh Legend, can after that | 5 
well doubt of Popery's being from 


® 


WK the Popiſh Legendary Stories rela- 


of all the Popiſh Eccleſiaſtical Romances, devi- 3 


ſed on purpoſe to ſupport the groundleſs credit 
of that Hereſy, that came ever to my Hands, 
there is not one deſerves to be named with 
that of Veronica of Milan, who lived towards 


the latter end of the * Century, a fſeũ— 


years 
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years before the Reformation, but whoſe Legend 
was writ many years after it; and with a de- 


ſign to ſupport the Authority of the Church of 
Rome, againſt all that was done by the Refor- 


mers to ſhake it; there not being a Doctrine 
or Uſage in that corrupt Church, condem- i 


ned by the Reformers, that in this Legend is 
not ſaid to have had its truth and law fulneſs 
confirmed by the infallible Teſtimony of an 
Heavenly Viſion. And here, to obviate its be- 
ing ob jected, that the publiſhing of thoſe Viſi- 
ons will be to ſurfeit the Proteſtant World with 
old Legendary Traſh, whereof the Papiſts theme 
ſelves, fince the time of the Reformation and of 
the Reſtoration of Learning, do make little uſe, 
if they be not aſhamed of it ; I muſt here let the 
Reader know, that the Life of Veronica, which 
I have made uſe of, was writ in Portugueſe by 
John Freiro an Auſtine Hermite; and Doctor of 
the Chair in the Univerſity of Conimbra ; and 
was by him printed in Lisbon in the Year 1671, 


and dedicated to the Princeſs of Portugal, and | 
was pompouſly uſhered into the World by the fol- 


lowing Licences and Recommendarions. ; 

I. Father Forge de Cruz, the Definidor, in 
his Licence, ſaith of it, That for two Reaſons 
8 to be Printed; the firſt (which were it 
true, it would not want a ſecond) was, becauſe 
it had been, Ia viſlo & reviſto pellos Anios, y. 
aprovado por Dios, that is, Already view'd ard 


review'd by the Angels, and Approved of by God. 


2. Father John de Aſcenſcion, in his Licence 
faith of it, To me it appears moſt worthy to be 
Frinted, 


Bleſſed VERONICA. 3 
Printed, for its being all conformable to the Ser- 


| vice and Love of God; and becauſe thro' the 


Envy of the Times, and the Negligence of thoſe 
who were under the ſtricteſt Obligations to have 
prevented it; the notice of fo great Glories com- 
municated to this Religion (meaning the Au/7:ne 
Order) have been ſo long buried. | 

3. Foſeph Soto Maior, the Provincial of the 
Auſtine Order, ſaith of it in his Licence, This 
Life of the bleſſed Veronica is very worthy to be 
known by all, for their Edification, and to in- 
flame them with Divine Love. 

4. Father Fernandes Suarez in his Licence 
ſaith of it, That it well deſerves to be Printed : 
the Virtues of the Bleſſed Veronica, and the Fa- 
vour God was pleaſed to communicate to her, be- 
ing ſo rare, that by the khowledge of them, all 
may be incited to Virtue, and to tread in the 
way of Salvation. 

Theſe Licences, and high Recommendations 
do all bear Date 1671; and upon the freſh Au- 
thority of ſo many eminent Friars, the Viſions 
of the Prophet Ezekiel and of St. John are not 
more firmly believ'd in Portugal, than the Vifi- 
ons of Veronica, which are related in this her 
new Legend, and by none ſo greedily there, and 
in all other places, as by thoſe that are inclined 
to Quietiſm; the Proteſtants that are ſo inclined 
not excepted; who being all naturally diſpoſed 
to believe any Reports of Raptures and Viſions, 
let them come from what quarter they will, do 
with that Credulity inſenfibly ſwailow down the 
Popiſh Doctrines they were invented to give 
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credit to: And tho' Iamnot ignorant, thatat pre- 


ſent this is one of the ſubtileſt and moſt prevailing 
Sorceries of Popery; yet that ſhallnot hinder me 


from publiſhing Veronicas Viſions in Engliſh ; 


and the Reaſon why it ſhall not, is, that if they 
cannot cure People of the Credulity of believing 
all the Viſionary Whimſies of Monks and Friars 
publiſhed with a defign to advance the Honour 
of Popery, or of their ſeveral Orders, nothing 
that can be done to ſuch Fanaticks will ever cure 
them of it, there not being any Story in the 
Golden Legend itſelf, nor in the Legend of Ma- 
homet's Alcoran, that is more abſurd and more 
incredible, than they are. All which Viſions I 


| ſhall relate in the Writer of Veronicas Life's own 


Words, interſperſt with ſome ſhort Remarks 


upon them, ſhewing with what deſign they were 1 


invented and publiſhed. 
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Book I. 


containing an Account of VERONICA's 


Birth, &c. 


FV Eronica, who tho ſhe is not yet canonized, 
is beatify'd by the Pope, was bornof mean 
Parents in an obſcure Village called Binaſtha, 
which is about 9 Leagues diſtant from the City 
of Milan, in the Year 1446. | 
Humility, nor no other Chriſtian Virtue, is 
ſaid to have been at work in Veronica ſo early as 
they are commonly reported to be in the Legen- 


dary Saints; there not being in her Legend, one 


word of the Feats of any miraculous Gift. in 
her, whilſt ſne was in the Womb, or at her 


Birth, or in a year after. But the Importance of 


the firſt exerciſe of her Saintſhip abundantly re- 
compenſes for its coming ſo late: Which was, 


that when ſhe was but little above a year old, ſhe 


did ſolemnly conſecrate her Purity to God, and 
upon that Conſecration eſpouſed her ſelf to Chriſt; 
and after thoſe Eſpouſals ſhe took no delight in 
play nor nothing elſe, but in the converſation of 
her Spouſe; whoſe voice, ſaith our Author, was 


_ continually knocking at the door of her young 


Heart, and gallanting it with Amours. 

Her employment till ſhe was about 20 years 
old, was, 1n works of Husbandry, in which her 
Father was a day Labourer, and tho her Spouſe 
was regaling her wherever ſhe was, yet no vo , 

| wit 
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with ſo tender Careſſes as in the Field, when ſhe 
was at work there. This would have tied her 
for her whole Life to the labours of Husbandry, 
had ſhe not been drawn from them, to the eaſier 
Labours of begging, by a Report of a ſtanding 
Miracle wrought in the Convent of the Auſtin 
Nuns, dedicated to St. Martha, in the City of 
Milan. The Miracle was, that when the Corps 
of any ofthe Nuns was brought to the grave to 
be buried, the Corpſes of all the Nuns that had 
been interred before, did remove themſelves from 
the Places where they lay, to make room for the laſt 
Comer: A plain evidence, ſaith our Author, of 
thoſe Nuns having all carried their Humility to 
their Graves with them; for if they had not, their 
dead Corpſes would not have been ſo forward to 
give Place to their Juniors. I for my part do queſtion 
whether Veronica, tho ſhe was carried to Milan by 
the report of this Miracle, did ever ſee it wrought 
there, becauſe it is no where ſaid that ſhe did, 
nor is it ever any more mentioned in her Legend, 
as it would certainly, had it ever been perfor- 
med either at her own Interment or at thoſe of 
the Nuns who died during the years that Yeron:- 
ca was in that Convent; but tho it would look 
very odd in any other Hiſtory, to have a loud crack 
made with a ſtanding Miracle, and immediately 
to drop it fo as never to mention it any more 
on any of the Occaſions on which it was ſaid to 
have been conſtantly performed; yet this is not one 
of the leaſt Beauties in Legendary Hiſtory, which 
having ſerved a turn with the crack of a Miracle 
being conſtant, drops it, as if the . x 
{<8 I 
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did not deſerve to be taken notice of, or as if 
the firſt Report did not ſtand in need of it to help 
it to credit. 55 oe 
Veronica having got to Milan, ſhe apply'd 
herſelf to the Prioreſs of St. Martha, but tho 
ſhe beg'd of her to be admitted into her Convent, 
with Prayers and abundance of Tears, ſhe was 
bid go home, and learn to read, and if ſhe came 
to her again, ſhe ſhould know her mind about 
It. >. | 
Veronica of all things in the World defiring 
to get into that Convent, ſhe returned home with 
a full purpoſe to learn to read; and having got 
her a Hornbook, tho' ſhe worked at it inceſſant- 
ly, ſhe could not learn her Letters; and deſpair- 
ing of ever being able to maſter them, without 
an extraordinary Aſſiſtance from Heaven, ſhe 
flung away her Hornbook, and apply'd herſelf 
to Prayer, in which as ſhe was one day exerciſed, 
the Bleſſed Virgin appeared to her, and ſaid, Be 
not afraid Daughter for I am much thy Mother, 
give over tiring your ſelf with your Hornbook, 
and learn but three Letters, which will be e- 
nough for you: To wit, A of a white Colour, 
and A of a black Colour, and A of a red Co- 
lour. Yeronica taking heart at theſe Words, aſ- 
ked, Are not you the moſt pure Virgin, the Mo- 
ther of my Lord? I am, reply'd our Lady, the 
Mother of God that can do all things. But Yero- 
nica fixing her Eyes on her own Unworthineſs, 
more than on the Divine Liberality,cry'd out, Oh, 
my Vileneſs will not ſuffer me to believe what Thear 


and 
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and ſee! Is this the Mother of God that is come to 
viſit me, or is it an Illuſion of the Devil transform'd 
into this Beauty to deceive me? My Child, an- 
ſwered our Lady, you have no reaſon to doubt 
of my being the Mother of Chrift, for I am the 
very ſame, therefore mind the Letters I am 
come to teach thee. The A of a white Colour 
Is purity of Spirit, &c. The black A is that thou 
muſt in no caſe give ſcandal to thy Neighbours, 
and eſpecially by murmuring; and on the red A 
I do command thee to meditate Day and Night, 
but chiefly en that part of it which relates to my 
_ Son's Paſſion; and for the reſt of the Letters, 
you may (if you can)learn them by ſtudy, but I 


| 
will teach you no more of them. But tho upon 
this Licence Veronica returned to her Hornbook, | 
ſhe could make nothing, of it, and was never able 
to go any further in it than A, which ſhe knew in I 
all its Colours perfectly well where-ever ſhe ſaw it. a 
So contenting herſelf with the three Letters ſhe n 
had been taught by our Lady, tho in reality d. 
they were but one Letter of three different Co- s 
lours, ſhe returned to the Prioreſs with them, fe 
who (tho' ſhe would not admit her a Nun, for | ©! 
which ſhe did not judge her to be qualified by th 
knowing one Letter tho? it was taught her by ad 
the Bleſſed Virgin, ). did receive her into it as a pr 
Lay-Siſter, whoſe chief Buſineſs it is to ſerve the — 


Nuns within the Convent, and to go from door 

to door to beg bread for them, having nothing 

but Alms to live upon, for which Employment by 

Veronicas Eyes and Cheeks being never dry from apt, 

Tears might be no inconſiderable — no 
| e 
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Ihe inexhauſtible fountain of Tears, which were 

ZZ continually running down her Checks in Floods, 
came with her into the World ; which, if her Pa- 


rents Poverty was not, might be the cauſe of her 


not having been ſent to School to learn to read 


when ſhe was a Child. | 
Veronica was 22 Years old when ſhe was 


admitted a Lay Siſter. The great care of her 
Whole Life was to conceal from the World 
all her interior miraculous Gifts, which ſhe 


had hitherto done with ſo good ſucceſs that 
none that knew her did ever ſuſpe& the had 
any; on the contrary, they did all reckon that 
Heaven had been as unkind to her as to her In- 


teriors, having deny'd her the common Capacity 
of being able learn her Letters, as it was as 
to her Exteriors which were but very ordinary. 
This painful Care was doubled by her living in 


a Society whoſe Obſervation it is not eaſy for a- 
ny Secret long to eſcape. This obliged her to 


double her Vigilance, which is by our Author 
called her Pious Hypocriſy, in which ſhe was 


for ſome time ſo ſucceſsful, that beſides her con- 


tinual Floods of Tears, they ſaw nothing in her 


that was Extraordinary that was not to her diſ- 
advantage. And as to her Tears, ſhe was ſo ap- 


prehenſive of having her miraculous Interiors 


detected by them, ſhe oftentimes made herſelf 
ſick by ſtriving vehemently to ſtop them that they 
might not tell tales from within; but having once 
by that means made herſelf very fick, her Spouſe 
appeared and ſaid to her, Know, Daughter, that 
notwithſtanding Tears . —— do flow * 
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The LIE of the. 
the Confideration of my Paſſion are agreea- 
ble to me, yet there are no Tears I am ſo well 
_ pleaſed with as thoſe that are ſhed on account of the 
pain my Mother was in at the time of my Paſ- 
ſion on the Croſs. Can any that believe this Story 
think there is any danger of worſhipping the 
Bleſſed Virgin too mus? 
Bur after all this pudder about concealing Ve- 
ronica's miraculous Interiours, a Nun whoſe 
name was Thadea, was by an expreſs order from 
Heaven let into the whole Secret of them; which 


(Tbadea being under no Obligation that we read 


of not to divulge them) was the ſame as to have 
ordered them to be proclaimed to the whole 
Convent and City. „ 
- Thadea had not been long in the Secret of Ve- 
ronica's Tears, before ſhe was ſollicitous to en- 
quire into their Quantity; and, having met with 
an Angel that was as curious in the matter as ſhe 
could be, once when Veronica was in a Rapture, 


they two did hold a woo den Platter under her Chin, 


and before the Rapture was over, they had catch- 
ed as many Tears in it as did weigh two Milan 
Pounds: But tho' the Angel and Thadea were ſo 


lucky as to have Veronicas Tears run into the 
Bowl they held to catch them, her Tears when 


ſhe was in Raptures did often hang in the Air, and 
when the Raptures were over run back to their Fun- 
tains, as was affirmed by ſeveral Nuns uponOath, | 


who had been Eye-Witnefſes of it. On this Oc- 
caſion our Author ſaith, that in his little Book 
to pretend to relate all the Miracles wrought by 
Feronica's J cars, would be the ſame as to ſeek 
S | 2 5 
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to croud all the Water of the Sea into one Cockle- 


Shell. | 


r 
* 


Veronica, without being taught her Letters by 
him, was taught Church Muſick by an Angel; 


4 but tho ſhe ſung. the Pſalms as well and with a 


Voice as melodious as herSchool-Maſter's,yet ſo im- 
pertinent was her Humility, that it would never 
ſuffer her to ſing in the Quire, or in Publick; and 
(which is very ſtrange) the Prioreſs comply*d with 
her Humility in this ſo far as to loſe an angelical 


Voice in her Quire, when ſhe might have had one 


for a word ſpeaking, 

Onone of the Days of the Oftaves of the Feaſt of 
Corpus Chriſti, in the Lear 1487, Veronica as (he was 
at Maſs, ſaw her Spouſe in a ſenſible Form reduced 
to his Infancy, and being transformed into a moſt 
beautiful Child, playing before the Sacrary 
upon the Altar all the time Maſs was ſaying ; he 
was in White Coats, that his Cloaths might be 
of the ſame Colour with the Soul of his Spouſe 
he came to entertain, and attended by a nume- 
rous Train of Angels, who, faith our Author, 
came to make their Court, and to aſſiſt the guſto 
of their King taon perdido de Amores, who was 
ſo undone with Love. Veronica imagining that 
all that were at Maſs had ſeen her Spouſe and 


his Retinue upon the Altar at play, did; after 
Z Maſs was ended, innocently ask the Nuns; La- 
dies, how beautiful and gentile was the Child 


that was at play on the Altar all the time the 
Maſs was ſay ing; did not you obſerve how rich 


and glorious his Cloaths, and how fine the An- 
gels were that attended him? The Nuns having 


3 all 
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all with admiration anfwered, that they had ſeen 

no ſuch thing, Veronica was fo confounded with 

her having thus blabbed out ſo great a Secret, 
that ſhereſolved nevermoreto ſpeak of any thing 
ſhe ſaw of that kind, unleſs it were drawn from 
her by her Vow of Obedience, to which Vow 
tho? ſhe was always much devoted, ſhe was much 
more after her having received from her Spouſe 
the following Admonition concerning it, who 
having appeared to her as ſhe was at Prayer, 
much mortified by the Prioreſs having denied 
her a Licence to Anticipate her Matins, ſaid to 
her, Daughter, It is more to my G#/?o that you 
thould obey your Superiors, than that you ſhould 
anticipate you Matins; to obſerve the common 
Forms of your Order, in what relates to the 
Vow of Obedience, being the greateſt Service that 
you cando me; Oh! how delicious to me all Ob- 
ſervances are in the way of Obedience: it was the 
very thing that was fo powerful with me 'as to 
cauſe me to become Man to die for the Love of Men. 
Now can any believe this Story, and not be all 
his Days in love with that blind Implicit Obe- 
dence, which is ſo muchextolled by the Church | 
of Rome, and made uſe of ſo much to advance 
her Interefts, and eſpecially in Convents, and 
which among other Advantages is the Bridle 
wherewith that Church governs all her Mona- 
Rick Viſionaries ; who with all other Enthuſiaſts | 
would otherwiſe run naturally into Coneceits 
and Whimſies deſtructive of all Order and good | 
Government ;z and of this the Churchof Rome is 
fo ſentible, that at the fame time that 1 

niſhet 
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niſheth Viſionaries and Enthuſiaſts that are a- 
braad in the wide World with great Severities, 


ſhe encourages ſuch in Convents where ſhe has 


them under the Vow of an Implicite Obedience 
to Sober and Crafty Superiors, ſa that had Fae 
ther Michael Molina been a Monk or a Friar as 
he was a Secular Prieſt, his Quietiſm inſtead of 
being puniſhed by the Inquiſition, would have been 
managed by his cunning Monaſtick Superiors to 


his own Honour, and to the Honour and Profit 


of their Order. 13 


The Author in another place ſpeaking of Wa 
ronice's Obedience and Submiſſiveneſs in all 


things required of her by her Ghoſtly Parents, 
ſays, That it was to this Virtue of Obedience we 
are beholden for what we know concerning her: 


which tho' it was but very little in compariſon 


of the whole, yet we may judge of a Giant by 
his Finger. The Prioreſs having laid her Com- 


mands upon her to diſcover her inward Enjoy- 


ments, Veronica trampled upon the Obſtacle of 
her Humility, and communicated in part (not 


fully) her Confabulation with God, her Convæer- 
ſation with the Angels, her — and abi 
ding in Heaven, and other Fa 


vours which the 
continually received of God. The Author adds, 
That Chriſt before this had appeared to her in a 


Viſion on purpoſe to tell her, that in conſidera- 
tion of her extraordinary Humility he would 


ſhew her in the Heavenly Jeruſalem the So- 
lemn Feſtivals of all the Saints throughout the 


Year; that ſo the World being by her means 


made acquainted therewith, might be „ 
8 


14 The LI E of the 


Celebrate, with the greater Solemuity, the Feſti- 
vals of thoſe Saints on Earth, ſincę they were 
Celebrated with ſo much State 1 in Heaven. 

Veronica who excelled in Patience ſo, that to 
offend her, always gave a new Title to her Love, 
had that Grace exerciſed in her by extraordinary 
Trials, but chiefly: by the cruel: War ſhe was in- 
gaged in with the Devil, whom ſhe: ſtill called 
dy the Fantaſtical Name of Malataſca. This 
War laſted Three long Years with very ſhort Ceſſa- 
tions, and tho' in the end Veronica was victori- 
ous, yet ſhe was mauled and bruiſed ſo in ſeve- 
ral Battels, that ſhe had certainly died of her 
Wounds, if ſhe had not been taken up into Hea- 
ven and cured of them there; this hapned ſo of- 
ten, that when Veronica was miſſing in the Con- 
vent it was commonly ſaid that ſhe was San to 
Heaven to her Surgeon. 

The Devil ſometimes appeared to her in the 
ſhape of a Bull breathing forth Flames of Fire, 
and making horrible Bellowings, threatning to 

puſh her to Hell with his Horns. She was ſo 
gene, that ſhe could not receive the Sacra- 
ment that Day: (which perhaps was what the 
Devil aimed at). But ſhe being preſently ſnatch- 
ed up into Heaven, our Saviour bid her not tear 
the Devil; for he would ſtand by her, and adg- 
ed; that he had given him leave to appear to her 
for a Year in the Shapes of divers Creatures. , 

Upon the Friday after the Octaves of Corpas 
Cre in the Lear 1493, an Angel having ap- 
peared to Veronica, he commanded her to order 
0 Prieſt to keep a Conſecrated Hoſt for her nick 
| whic 
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which was done by the Prioreſss Order. On 
Satarday Night, when Veronica was alone, mu- 
ſing upon this Command, and upon what i it would 
end in, the Angel appeared to her again, bid 
her riſe and go ſtreight to the Church, and when 
ſhe was there, pay her cuſtomary Reverence to 
the Sacrament which ſhe uſed to pay to it when 
ſhe received it 
Veronica abojed the Angel, and as ſhe was 
going ſaid to her ſelf, What can be the meaning 
of my Lord's commanding me to go to Church 
at this unuſual Hour of the Night? Upon her 
firſt kneeling down there before the Altar, two 
lighted Wax Candles appear'd to her upon it, 
and as ſhe kneeled the ſecond time ſhe ſaw the 
Door of the Sacrary open, and theChalice where- 
in the Sacrament was kept place it ſelf upon the 
Altar ; and as ſhe was bowing her Body to have 
kneeled a third time, a Cloud appeared to her 
with a Light in it that dazled her Eyes, tho 
not ſo much, but that by its help ſhe did ſee the 
Hoſtia taken out of the Chalice: and laid upon 
the Patin: And the Napkin that covered the Pa- 
tin ſpread: abroad: And at the ſame time ſay 
and heard a numerous Choir of Angels attir 
Rich' and Splendid Veſtments, finging the An- 
them which they uſed to ſing i in Heaven: After 
that ſhe ſaw the Hofiia coming towards her 
thro' the Air, and when it was cloſe to her 
Mouth, a Voice out of the Cloud ſaid to her, 
Accipe Corpus ' meum filia mea, Take my 
Body my Daughter, adding immediately i in Fe. 
ronicas's own Mother Tongue. Eu ſou aquelle 
| en 
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en quem feripre Creſte, I am he in whom thou 


haft always believed. Having thus received the 
Sacrament from Chriſt's o¹ Hand, Veronica 
returned, or Was rather carried thto the Air to 
her Cell; with the Sacrament in her Mouth, 
whete ſhe kept it untill the Bell rung to Matins; 
when going to Church according to Cuſtom, ſhe 
found the Cloud which ſhe had left in the ſame 
place where it was when ſhe received the Sacra- 
thetit z which Cloud, our Author ſaith, did continue 
for ſome time aftet the Communion was over, not 
upon Veronicas atcounts but for the ſake of the 
Church, and to do it an Honour, as it had before 
done Veronica the greateſt that was ever done to 
any Creature, for which it would, thro all Apes, 
be the more frequented and reverenced. 

By this extraordinary favour Veronicas Brains 
were fo diſordered, that ſhe ſeemed not to know 
what ſhe ſaid or did; which having been obſerved 
by the Prioreſs, the commanded her, upon her O- 
bedience, to let her know what had hapned to 
her. But tho' to do that went to her Heart like 
2 Dagger, yet not dar ing to deny any thing to her 
Superior, the related the whole Matter to her, 
with all its Circumſtances; acquainting her with 
the dreadful Agonies The was in, left the Prieft 


when he came to Celebrate might miſs the Con- 


ſecrated Hoſt which ſhe had received, only ſhe 
ſaid, that ſhe had ſome Hopes, that Chriſt, to pre- 
vent the divulging of ſo great a Secret, would 
| reſtore that Hoſt to its place as he had done once 
before, when ſhe received the Sacrament after a 

2 miracu- 


* 
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8 miraculous manner: but thoſe Hopes of Veroni- 


ca's came to nothing; for the Prieſt, when he 
came to- celebrate, finding the Napkin not as he 
had left itz: and miſſing the Hoſt when he look- 
| ed into the Chalice, he was ſo aghaſt that he 
trembled Hand and Foot, and continued as one 
thunderſtruck until he ſaw Veronica ſnatched a- 
| way in a Rapture; and being, after ſhe returned, 
| informed of the whole Matter, he flew in an 
Extaſy of Joy to the Archbiſhop to acquaint him 
with what had happened. The Archbiſhop, be- 
lieving all that the Prieſt had told him to be true, 
rejoiced at it above meaſure, as did all the 
Nuns, as the greateſt Honour that could be done 
any-Mortal. Bc 

But amidſt all theſe Rejoycings, poor Veronica 
was. thrown by them into moſt doleful Dumps, 
fearing leſt when the World ſhould come to 
know the ſingular Honour ſhe had received, they 
would be ready to Worſhip her: Which : the Pri- 
oreſs and her Confeſſor having obſerved; to give 
her all the Eaſe they could, they both promiſed 


her never to mention it to any Perſon till aſter 


her Death, and did likewiſe prevail with the Arch- 


biſhop to make her the ſame Promiſe. This gave 


Veronica ſome Comfort; tho' it was ſtill a great 
trouble to her, their not promiſing her not to di- 
vulge it after ſhe was in her Grave, to the mag- 
nify ing of her Memory. So great was her Anxi- 


ety of Spirit, that ſhe expoſtulated with her 
Spouſe, as an Unkindneſs, asking him, ſince he 
could have done it now as eafily as he once had 


before, why he did not reſtore the Hoſt he had 
adminiſtred to her, to its place, and ſo _—_— 
W e # 
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ed its being known that he had done her ſo great 
an Honour, which had given ſuch a Wound to 
her Unworthineſs, as could never be cured, Can 
any that believes this Tale, afterwards entertain any 
Doubt about the Truth of Tranſubſtantiation? F 

On thoſe Days when ſhe received the Sacra- 
ment, ſhe not only forbore to take any Earthly 
Aliment (becauſe that might be thought no more 
than a piece of Reſpect) but ſhe had an incredi- 
ble loathing and averſion thereto: A plain proof 
that ſhe was entirely in her Spouſe, and he 1n 
her. Her Abſtinence reduc'd her to ſuch Debi- 
lity, that at laſt an Angel from Heaven was Com- 
miſhoned to bring her ſome Bread; to which 


- Miraculous Support, Siſter Thaddea was a Wit- | 


neſs, and had ſome of the Bread given her, which 
ſhe likewiſe gave part of to the Confeflor. It 
was a very common thing for our Saviour to Ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament to Veronica with his ow 
Hands. | 
In the dead of Night her Cell us'd to be fill'd 
with Light from Heaven; particularly, once as 


ſhe was pray ing to an Image of the Virgin Mary, | 
an Angel, brighter than the Sun, appeared to | 


her, and with his reſplendent Beams diſpell'd 
the Obſcurity of the Night. She was frighten- 
ed at the ſuddenneſs of the thing ; but ſhe quick- 
ly recovered herſelf, upon his ſaying to her: 
Fear not, Veronica; 1 am the Ambaſſador of 
Cod. The Light which thou haſt ſo often ſeen 
with thy Eyes, is an Emanation from Heaven : 


+ N.B. Thus far had Dr. Geddes proceeded when be dyd : The reſt is lite- 
rally Tranſlated (without Reflections) by Mr. Ozell, who likewiſe ſupplied 


Fear 


one or two Paſſages omitted by the Doctor. 
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| Fear not; neither purſue thy intention of the 
Deſart, but follow the Will of God. Know that 


0 

n if thou goeſt into an Hermitage, thy Salvation 
y vill be endangered. The Reader muſt know, 
N a little before this ſne had taken a Reſolution of 


living in a Deſart. | 

In the Year 1489, Chriſt appeared to Veronica, 
and told her ſhe muſt prepare to go to the City 
of Novocomo: That ſhe ſhou'd be accompanied 
f by Siſter Thaddea and Siſter Simoa: That in- 
deed the latter was abſent a great way off, but he 
would take care, by a Supernatural Notice, to 
bring her to Veronica: He further bade her ſet 
h forwards on the 17th of September: The Eve of 
which Day, by a moſt wonderful working of 
h God, Siſter 979704 was unexpectedly ſeen in Le- 
t 70nca's Convent. They all three, by break of 
Day, began their Journey towards Novocomo : 
When they were come thither, Chriſt told Vero- 
nica, that there liv'd in the Monaſtery of St. 
Francis of Novocomo an old Monk call'd Friar 
John, whom ſhe ſhould make it her buſineſs to 
tind out, and tell him of ſuch and ſuch Things 
which none but himſelf knew any thing of, She 
perform'd her Errand, to the inexpreſſible Amaze- 
ment of the Holy Old. Man, who upon a nar- 
rower Scrutiny into Veronicas Aſpect and Beha- 
viour, was fully convinc'd ſhe came from God 
Veronica was often diſpatchd upon ſuch like 
Meſſages, particularly once to reclaim a Man 
that was under a ſecret mortal Sin, which ſhe 
declared to him, and thereby open'd him a door 


of Salvation. 
Maus D 2 In 
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In the Year 1494, Veronica was ſent Embaſſa- 
dreſs from Heaven to the Pope (Alex. VI.) But it 
was a full Twelvemonth before her Spouſe Chriſt 
would let her know that it was to the Pope ſhe 
was to go: He only told her ſhe was to go to a very 
far Reg ion, on purpoſe to raiſe her Curioſity, or 
to teaze her a little, as Lovers are us d to do 
now and then to one another. At the Year's end 
he told her ſhe muſt haften away, but did not 
ſay whither. Veronica gueſt it was to Rome, 
nor was ſhe miſtaken, for their Hearts had ſpo- 
ken to each other. Her Spouſe bade her take a- 
long with her Thaddea, whom he recommended 
to her for a Confident of all her Secrets. When 
they were come to Rome, the Pope, thro' the ſe- 
cret influence of Heaven, gave her Audience as 
ſoon as ſhe ask*d it, to the Amazement of the 
whole Court. She threw her ſelf at his Holi- 
neſs's Feet, and kiſt them; and then privately 
delivered her Meſſage, His Holineſs receiv'd 
her with the greateſt Civility, © becauſe he per- 
ceived ſhe was a moſt Holy Woman. 'She ob- 
tain'd of him a full Remiſſion of Sins for her 
Convent, aud after Eight Days departed from 
Rome, where ſhe had been reſorted to by People 
of all Conditions, tho' much againſt her will. 
She was received with the ſame Honours at Flo- 
rence and Parma, and on the River Po miracu- 
louſly ſav'd from drowning a Boat full of Paſſen- 
gers. 

There was in the Convent of St. Martha a 
Nun whoſe Name was Liberata. She was a 
good Liver, and by many Acts of Piety gave 

proofs 
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poooſs of the Zeal with which her Breaſt was 


inflam'd for the Service of God. This Nun be- 
ing ſummon'd to give an account how ſhe had 
improv'd the Talent committed to her, and lying 


- upon her Death- Bed, Veronica, after leave ob- 


tain'd from the Prioreſs, made it her earneſt Re- 
queſt to Liberata, that when ſhe was in the o- 
ther World ſhe wou'd prevarl with Him who 
can do all things, to let her appear to her, and 
certify her of ſuch Things wherein ſhe ( Veroni- 
ca) might have offended his Divine Majeſty : Ag 
likewiſe, that the wou'd bring it about, that ſhe 
(Veronica) might be the firſt that followed her, 
but that the wou'd give her a Month's warningy 


that ſhe might prepare herſelf accordingly. 


Liberata having promis'd to do all this, ſhe 
gave up the Ghoſt on the 2oth of November, 


-F407. Never were ſuch extraordinary Symp- 


tons as attended the diſſolution of this Nun. 
Her Countenance was hideouſly deform'd: Her 
Eyes diſtorted: Her Tongue was maſh*d between 
her Teeth, and guſh'd forth in ſtreams of Blood: 
Her Groaning was amazingly frightful: All her 
Limbs were in violent Convulſions, and her 
whole Body extreamly ſwell'd. After ſhe had 
fetch'd her laſt Gaſp, her Body reafſum'd its 
wonted Figure and Aſpect. The Nuns were 
deeply affected by ſuch terrible Demonſtrations, 
and began to deſpair for themſelves, when ſo pi- 


' ous a Siſter's departure bore ſuch ill-boding 


Symptoms. But before three Days were over, Li- 
berata appeared to Veronica, and told her, that 
by ſuch and ſuch Things ſhe had given Offence — 
| the 
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the Divine Majeſty,” but that by the Sacrament 
of Penance ſhe had obtained Forgiveneſs : She bid 
her take more care for the future, and remem- 
ber to ſpeak to the Prioreſs to call a Chapter 
of the Nuns, and admoniſh them to forbear 
murmuring, to which they were too much ad- 
dicted, and which was very diſpleaſing to God. 
Liberata furthermore defir'd Veronica, to thank, 
in her behalf, the Nuns, for the great Benefit 
ſhe had receiv'd from their endeavouring by 
Prayers to deliver her from the Flames of Pur- 
gatory. Then Veronica ask d her what was the 
meaning of thoſe frightful and unuſual Tokens 


which accompanied her departure out of the 


World. To which the dead Liberata reply d, 
That in that moment the Devil was urging her 
to deny her Saviour Chriſt, which occaſion d 
thoſe Struglings and Diſorders which ſhe obſerv d. 
on Veronica's aſking her whether ſhe was hap» 
Py» ſhe anſwer'd es, and diſappear'd. 4 
In one of Veronicas Viſions the ſaw our Savi- 
our _— to judge the World in Anger; but at 
the Requeſt of the Virgin Mary, who beg'd him 
to defer it for one Year, he put it off, not only 
for one but many Years. | 
Whenever Veronica aſſiſted at Maſs, at the 
lifting up of the Hoſt, the ſaw with her bodily 
Eyes, and out of a Rapture (com ſens olbos & 
fora de rapto) Chriſt in the Form of a young 
Child, encompaſs d by Angels. And upon the 
Chalice ſne beheld a very bright Light, but cou'd 
not ſo plainly diſcover what was in the midſt 


of it. 


Every 
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Every day of the Octaves of Corpus Chriſti, 
Anno 1489, Veronica aſſiſting at the Divine Ser- 
vice, ſaw ſenſibly (vio ſenſivelmente) in the 
Sacrary Chriſt under the Shape of a young Child, 
in white Garments, attended by numbers of Ce- 
leſtial Spirits. The Divine Infant amus'd him- 
ſelf, ſometimes in dancing upon the Altar, ſome- 
times in going in and out of the Doors of the 
| Sacrary. This ſort of Corporeal Viſion the Au- 
thor ſays was often repeated to Veronica. She 
ſometimes ſaw, with her Corporeal -Eyes, two 
Angels waving their Perfuming-pans during the 
Communion. | 
_ Chriſt, finding that he ſhou'd be wanting to 
himſelf, if he was wanting to his Spouſe Hera- 
rica, reſolvd to teach her to read the Pſalter; 
and he not only taught her to read it, but like- 
wiſe to underſtand all the moſt difficult Parts of 
it better than many Doctors of the Church, who 
rack their Wits to find out the meaning of 
ſome things in it. Eight days was an Angel in 
Veronicas Cell, teaching her to pray after the 
manner of the Roman Ritual; he likewiſe pray d 
with her, and repeated the Verſicles of the Pſalms, 
ſinging alternately, as in Cathedral Churches. Af. 
ter which he went back to Heaven. E. 
Veronica affirm'd that the Angel came with fo 
much Reſplendency, as diſlipated the darkeſt 
Night. He was adorn'd with a Stole hanging 
from his Neck, and two Wings at his Back, as 
we ſee Angels uſually painted. On high Days he 
was dreſt finer than ordinary, eſpecially about the 
Wings, to ſhew that on ſuch Days our Thoughts 
| | ought 
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ovght to be more elevated than ordinary, after 


the Example of thoſe Celeſtial Courtiers.. 


- 


in the middle of the Night and pray'd with her. 


Veronica wou'd fain have kneel'd, but he wou'd 


not permit itz becauſe of her Illneſs; and now 
and then he wou d pauſe in praying, and ſay, Let 
us ſtop awhile here, Child, for I ſee you're in 
mighty Pain. And then he wou'd ( after ſome 
Ceſſation.) go on again. And this he often re- 
peated when the was indiſpoſed. 


* * ＋ « 


Theſe Favours her Lover Jeſus did not think 


were ſufficient, and ſo reſolvd to confer greater. 
Accordingly after ſhe was return?d from one of 


her Raptures, ſhe found ſhecou'd repeat by heart 


the whole Breviary, which ſhe cou'd not ſay a 
Word of before. This Chriſt communicated to. 


her by Infufion. The reſt of the Nuns ſaw evi- 
dently, that all theſe things were ſo many Mira- 
cles which God wrovght in Veronica. | 
One day Thaddea went to Veronica's Cell; to 
paſs away a little ſpare time according to Cuſtem. 


he found the Door faſten d, but after ſhe had 
knock'd to no purpoſe, her Curioſity prompted | 


her to look through a little Crevice. She ſaw a 
prodigious Brightneſs within the Cell, and Vero- 
nic walking about and ſinging with an exalted 
Voice and ſo harmoniouſly, that had ſhe not ſeen 


her ſhe could not have believed it. A modeſt Chear- 


fulneſs overſpread Feronica's Countenance, 
and ſhe was heard to ſay with a decent 9 
4 


Once when Veronica was fore d to keep within 5 
her Cell, by reaſon of the Wounds and Bruiſes 
which the Devil had given her, an Angel came 
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King of Glory. 
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My God, I can't ſay that. After a ſhort ſtop 
ſhe proceeded to the end. Then the Light for- 
ſook the Place. Veronica open'd the Door, and 
Thaddea flew into her Arms. Among other Que- 
ſtions which Thaddea ask d her, ſhe enquir'd 
what ſhe meant by ſaying My God, I can't ſay 
that. To which Yeronica reply'd, that the Lord 
bad her recite ſome things which ſhe cou'd not; 
and becauſe ſhe cou'd not, he himſelf taught her 
to do it. Thaddea, who was a watchful Obſer- 
ver of all Veronica's Actions, affirm'd that often 
when Veronica was in an Extaſy, ſhe ſaw her 
Cell filyd with a burning Light, but never more 
viſibly and diſtinctly than now, when ſhe ſaw 
her walking about the Room with our Lord the 
On the Eve of our Lord's Reſurrection 1495. 
Veronica skulk d into a corner of the Church to 
perform her Devot ions: She cou'd ſing as well as 
any of the other Nuns, but ſhe did not care to 
| ſhew it. So ſoon as the laſt Pſalm was over, the 
Angel that us'd to appear to her on high days, 
came and bid her repair to her Cell. She did ſo, 
and found it filld with an extraordinary Light, 
and in it the Son of God waiting for her coming, 
attended by crowds of Angels. 1 his ſhe ſaw with 


BY her Eyes of Fleſh, and was inſtantly raiſed up 


to the Roof of the Cell. For twas impoſſible for 


her to continue on Earth, who had all Heaven 


in her Cell. Our Lord commanded her to ſing 
the Anthem, beginning with Regina Cel, læ- 
tare, allelujah, &c. Veronica's ſinging was entirely 
to the Satisfaction of 3 that heard her. * 

„ As 
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As the Inſtructions of ſuch Maſters cou d 
not but produce wonderful Effects in ſuch a Pu- 
Pil as Veronica, ſhe compos'd a Book which fur- | 
paſs'd all Admiration. It was indited by an Ar- 
gel. God was willing to fhew the World that 
what Veronica wrote was dictated by Heaver. 

The Holy Evangeliſts wrote what the Holy- 
Ghoſt indited, to the end that the World might 
adore the Holy-Ghoſt in the Pen of the Evange=- | 
liſts. Veronica wrote what the Spirit of Heaven | 
indited; to the end the World might venerate | 
the Spirit of Heaven in the Pen of Veronica. The | | 
Book is miſſing. God, *tis like, withdrew it 
from the Eyes of the World which was not wor- il 

thy of it. "Twas written with a Pen of Gold , 
4 her by an Angel. The holy Virgin, in ; 
recompence for Veronicas Trouble in writing ; 
the faid Book, ſent ber by an Angel a Preſent of ; 
a Palm-branch, which is till kept in the Mona- 
ſtery, together with the Golden- Pen. IJſidore de 4 
1/olanis affirms he had both ſeen and touch d them. 2 
Veronica was once led by an Angel to ſee the pains | 
of Purgatory. Thoſe that were condemn'd to Hell, k 
and thoſe that were purifyd in Purgatory, were in 7 
different Places; but ſuffer'd equal Pains, Various 7 
r. 
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were the Puniſhments according to the diverſity of 
the Crimes. The Angel ſaid to Veronica; Doſt 
ſee, Child, what Puniſhments theſe are? thoſe | 
Men and Women whom you ſee” there are cha- 
ſtis'd for their Diſobedience to their Spiritual Su- 
periors, eſpecially to their Father Confeſſor. The n 
| Majeſty of God is offended with no Crime fo p 
much a8 5 that. Here amidſt the Horror and An- 
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zuiſh of theſe Flames are thoſe purify'd, who had 
the good Fortune to regain their God 'by means 
of the Sacrament of Confeſſion. The final De- 
termination of theſe Pains is in the Diſpoſition of 
the ſupreme Providence. Maſſes, Prayers and 
Alms may facilitate it. You ſee how enormous 
a Sin it is to murmur: Such a Sin as without the 
intervening Grace of the Sacrament of Penance 
wou'd doubtleſs be damnable, 

In another Rapture Chriſt took Veronica by 
the Hand, and led her to ſee the Puniſhments of 
the Damnd ain Hell. The firſt Priſon ſhe ſaw 
was a dreadful deep Hole. This, ſaid our Lord 
to Veronica, is the miſerable Place where the 


Princes and Potentates of the Earth are eter- 
= nally puniſh'd for their Crimes. That other im- 


menſe Cavity is for ſuch other People as were ſo 


5 proud and vain as to deſpiſe true Riches, namely 


thoſe of Heaven: The third Priſon is for Uſu- 
rers, Of theſe Veronica ſaid there were ſo great 
a Number, that ſhe thought it was impoſlible 
there ſhou'd be ſo many Men in the World. Next 
was the Place for the Poor : Theſe were fewer in 


Number than any other, In another Place ſhe 


ſaw the Souls of Eccleſiaſtieks in moſt exquiſite 
Torture. Theſe, ſaid Chriſt to Veronica, are 
thoſe who profeſſing a Religious Life, forgot the 
Duties of their Calling and neglected their own 
Salvation; not conſidering how much more was 
expected from them than others. 

Veronica obſerv'd that when our Saviour {| poke 
this, he ſhew'd more than ordinary Concern, as 
Od likewiſe the Angels that ſtood by and —_ 
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him. Veronica was led to many other Places of 
the Infernal Regions. 

After this, Chriſt ſaid he wou d ſhew her the 
Felicit which was laid up for the Nuns of her 
Monaſtery, and others of the Elect. Then Yero- | 
nice ſaw innumerable Claſſes of beatify'd Saints 
according to the Diverſity of their Merits. The | 


chief were the Paſtors and Prelates of the Church. | 


She obſerv'd likewiſe that ſuch as had enter'd up- | 
on a Religious Life voluntarily, were more hap- | 


Py than they who did it upon Compulſion. The 


married People's Felicity was ſhort of what They f 
enjoy d who dy'd m ee 
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Conrdining all the Viſions of Veronica, re- 


lating to the Myſteries of Chriſt's whole 


5 Life, and the Solenmities of the Saints. 


A dur Saviour had promiſed Veronica to 
let her ſee how the Feaſts and Faſts of 
the Church were celebrated in Heaven by the 
\ngels upon their proper Days; So ſhe was 


all this Year taken up into Glory every Holi- 


day, with an Angel to attend her, and to ex- 


pn to her what ſhe ſaw. She not only be- 


eld the Celebration of thoſe Holidays, but 
law the Actions which gave occaſion to them, 
repeated over again. | 

On the Feaſt of the Annunciation, ſhe ſaw 
the Angel Gabriel appear to the Virgin Mary, 
and give her the Salutation which we find in 
the Scripture ; but, beſides that, he further 
told the Holy Mother all the Myfteries of the 
Paſſion, a all the Actions of our Lord's 


Life, before ſhe conceived him; „ tho? by the 


« ſpecial Direction of Heaven, the Evange- 
6 liſts omit to take Notice of: it.” Veronica 
obſerved, that the bleſſed Virgin was extremely 
young. and had a mighty childiſh Look. 

On the Day of the Nativity of our Saviour, 


Veronica ſaw Joſeph run out in haſte to fetch 
ſome Women to aſſiſt at the bleſſed Virgin's 


Labour, and ſoon after return with three; 
Z T2 n a : , k” but 
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but before they came, ſhe was deliver'd: 
The Women, ſeeing the Stable fill'd with 
Glory, were afraid to come in; but upon Fo- 
ſeph's Encouragement, two of them did at 
laſt venture to approach and worſhip. The 
third, who continued proſtrate on the Threſ- 
hold, cry'd out, I cannot believe what I hear, 
unleſs I ſee it with my Eyes. So ſhe went in, 
and approaching nearer to our Lady, was go- #| 
ing to ſtretch out her Hand, but on a ſudden 
it wither'd, and was dry'd up with inexpreſſi- 
ble Pain Upon her ſhrieking, an Angel came 


and bade her beg Pardon of our Lady, and 


touch the young Child, and ſhe ſhould be 
healed. She did ſo, and was inſtantly made 
well again. This Miracle too is omitted in 
the Goſpel ; as likewiſe, that the Sheep fol- 
low'd the Shepherds, who being in the Field 
were directed by an Angel to go worſhip the 
new-born Child ET oj 
In one of Yeronica's Extaſies, the Angel 


diſcover'd to her many things, which hap- 


pen'd in the World the Night Chriſt was born; 
namely, That in Rome there flow'd a Foun- 
tain with plentiful Streams of Oil; a certain 


Temple fell miraculouſly to the Ground; a | 


little Bird ſpoke with the Voice of a humane 
Creature ; and other things, which the World 


knows nothing of, and which (ſaid Veronica) 


are become venerable for being kept in Si- 
lence. | 8 5 
Veronicas Angel led her one Day to a 
Church extremely magnificent : Near 8 _ 
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Altar ſhe ſaw a Prieſt richly dreſt; in his 
Mien, divine; 1n his Habit, as one that was 
going to celebrate Maſs. Veronica was ſtruck 
with Aſtoniſhment at ſo great a Number of 
Angels attending, and aſſiſting in the Service. 
But her Admiration was remov'd by the An- 
gel, who told her, that That was the Chief 
Prieſt Chriſt, who was veſted for ſaying Maſs. 
It is impoſſible, ſaid Veronica, to expreſs the 
Luſtre of the Robes of the miniſtring God: 
His Amice was all over ſet with Sapphires 
croſs-wiſe; his Stole and Maniple were no leſs 
rich. The Pyx, wrought with Gold and pre- 
cious Stones, caſt forth an unſufferable Bright- 
neſs. The Deacons, and Sub-Deacons, who 
attended the Miniſtry, were very gloriouſly 
attir'd, and with equal Coſtlineſs, tho? di- 
ſtinctly contrived. The Ornaments of theſe 
two Claſſes of Miniſters were of different 
Colours ; the firſt being White,. the others 
Purple. 25 _— 
Of theſe Deacons, ſix wafted in their Hands 
the golden Cenſers, which from the begin- 
ning of Maſs to the end, ſcatter'd abroad ex- 
haling Frankincenſe. And it is to be remem- 
ber'd, that notwithſtanding theſe Angels were 
dreſs'd in miniſterial Habits, like officiating 
Prieſts at an Altar, yet there appear'd upon 
them all the Marks and all the Splendor of 
their angelick Nature likewiſe. And now be- 
an the Choir of Angels to fing the Introitus; 
but who can relate (ſaid Veronica) the Voice 
of the King of Glory, chanting forth, 3 : 
ah rieſt, 


in, Veronica did not ſay. 
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Prieft, the Service of the Maſs? Unutterably 
ſweet it infus'd the Blifs of thoſe above: His 
Harmony regal'd the whole celeftial Court; 
and even the very, Angels were fufpended in 
Rapture at his Melodioufneſs. If he ſang the 
Epiſtle ſo very agreeably, judge what it was 
when he came to the Goſpel. Whilft the 
High-Prieſt, Chriſt, was ſaying the Orz/ons 
before the Preface, Veronica ſaw two Angels 
diſtributing Wax-Candles among the People 


that were in the Church; and at the ſame 


time, two other Angels ſpread a moſt ſumptu- 
ous Cloth before the Altar, to receive the 
Offerings. So ſoon as our Lord was turn'd 
towards the Aſſembly, immediately the moſt 
holy Virgin, accompany'd by two grave and 


beauteous Women, went up to offer to her 


Sovereign Son a Wax-Candle; and having gi- 
ven it, ſhe kiſs'd his Hand: The ſame did the 


two that were with her; and after them, | 
the Miniſters of the Altar did the like, and 
laſt of all, the Common People that were pre- 


ſent. Veronica greatly deſir'd to enter with 
her Offering; but our Saviour proceeded to 
bleſs the People, and ſo Veranicas Extaſy end- 
ed. Her not being honour'd (like the reſt) 
with a Kiſs of her beloved Lord's Hand, ſhe 
attributed to her Sinfulneſs, which render'd her 
unworthy thereof. After this her Senſes were 
overtaken by Sleep, during which her Spouſe 
alleviated her Trouble, with mighty Gonſo- 
lations of Spirit. What further paſs'd there- 
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On the Night ſucceeding the Day of Epi- 


Pbany, the Spirit of Veronica was led by an 


Angel to a Houſe; wherein were the moſt 


pure Wife and holy Fofjeph. There Veronica 


ſaw an Angelina Dream, bidding Z9/#ph flee 
into Zgypr. The Saint inſtantly aroſe, and 


put our Lady and the Child upon a young 
Aſs; and three others he loaded with Houſe- 


hold-Goods and Proviſions for the Journey. 
= With three Maid Servants, and ſome Men- 
Servants, and a Cow, which the holy Spouſe 
led, they departed with all Diligence: They 
took their way thro? a ſecret Path of a Wood, 
which the Angel directed them, Veronica 
for ſhe made one in this holy Company, 
went on when they went on, and ſtop'd as 
they ſtop'd, hearing all they ſaid, and ſeeing 
gall they did. El 
Being come into the thickeſt Part of the 
ood, they ſaw many and various wild Beaſts 
aking towards them. Our Lady was ſome- 


hat afraid; but when the Beafts were near 


them, they ſhew'd by their Tameneſs that 
hey were only come out of reſpect to pay 
their Acknowledgments to their Creator. 
Accordingly they worſhip'd (their way) the 
/oung Child Chriſt; and after teſtifying great 
oy, they return'd from whence they came. 
Dur Lady diverted the Journey with con- 
erſing with Veronica. She made known to 
er the mighty Secrets of Heaven; Hut obli- 
&ed her to keep them to her ſelf. Veronica 
ook Notice that our Lady was ſeveral times 
. uneaſy 


bs - The L IF B of the 
uneaſy at the Length of the Way. It was 
ſulcry Weather, and they began to want Pro- 
viſions: They ſate them down beneath a 
Palm-tree, and Veronica obſerv'd that one 
articular Branch of it bow'd it ſelf doun 
. the top as if it wanted to look upon the 
young Child. Here a Fountain of clear Wa- 
ter ſuddenly ſprang up, and the Company 
flak'd their burning Thirſt: They alſo laid in} 
ſome for the reſt of their Journey. Our La-# 
dy, after ſhe had reſted ſome time, and by a 
mort Slumber eas'd her Fatigue, ſet about? 
waſhing ſome of the Child's Cloaths. After 
this, when a fitting Opportunity offer'd, they 
pack'd up what little Stores they had, and 
proſecuted their Journey, till, after fome 
time, they came to a large ſpreading Tree; 
our Lady begg'd the holy Spouſe to tarry a 
ſhort Space to refreſh themſelves, for the Sun 
ſhone exceſſively hot. Fhe holy Man did ſo; 
diſmounted, and repos'd. And here Veronica 
awoke from her Rapture, no leſs tir'd than if? 
ner Body had travell'd as far as her Spirit had. 
As the Day open'd, ſo open'd Yeronzca in- 
to another Extaſy. She found our Lady and 
the reſt of the Company in the ſame Place! 
where ſhe left them as if they had ſtaid fory 
Veronica. They continu'd travelling, ſo did 
Veronica cloſe by the Side of our Lady, who 
by talking to her made the Journey ſeem leſs 
tedious. The Virgin Mother's Words were 
deep ingrav'd in Veronica's Soul, and ſhe re- 
ceiv'd from them much ſpiritual 8 
e 


—_— > £bSa£a a. ro ̃ 6Ä; Ao... Ee. oi 8 


"Aw «: ab av th. i- ths. 


WW A 2 $5 ks ao tf, 


Bleſed VERONICA, 35 


She gave no Anſwer to any thing, becauſe 
(as ſhe confeſs'd) ſhe felt in her ſelf an Impoſſi- 


bility to anſwer. In paſſing further on, they 
came to a Houſe belonging to ſome Robbers; 


but they had deſerted it, becauſe a great Mul- 


titude of wild Beaſts had frighten'd them 
from it, and oblig'd them to ſeek their Safety 


by climbing up the Trees. There remain'd 


but one on the Ground, and he entertain'd 


this whole Family with great Hoſpitality. 


St. Joſeph begg'd the Fugitives to return to 
their Houſe ; but they would not: Upon 
this, Yeronica's Rapture was ſuperſeded. 

Of all that our Lady had faid to her, ſhe 


only remember'd theſe Words, Zou /ee, Dangh- 


ter, what Difficulties we paſs thro'; but may 
my Tribulatious be even greater yet! Know, 
Child after my own Heart, that the greateſt 
Benefit God beſlows on Mortals, is that 
which they earn at his Hands thio' the way of 
Afliction and Tribulation, as well corporal as 


J. F ſpiritual. Yeronica ſaid no more. 


On the Snaay after the Octave of the Epi- 
phany, Veronica, in one of her Extaſies, be- 
held our Saviour baptized by St. Fohn, and 
after he was baptiz'd, the Spirit of God de- 
ſcended upon him in the Figure of a Dove, 
and lighting upon his Head, parted the Hair 
thereof into the perfect Form of a Croſs. Ve— 
ronica obſerv'd, that this Dove talk'd with 
Chriſt, and at length took its Flight to Hea- 
ven again. What they diſcourſed together, 


Veronica ſaid ſhe heard plainly, and under- 
F 2 I ſtood. 


mm Lins of ode: 


ſtood throughly ; but did not at. preſent. re- 
member it. Four Angels were preſent at the | 


Baptiſm, and bore their Lord's Cloaths in 


their Arms; and what elſe they inviſibly did | 
in the Service of their God, Veronica as clear- 
ly ſaw with her Eyes, as if they had ſenſibly 
done it. Our Saviour went up out of the Wa- 
ters of Jordan, and the Angels help'd him on 
with his Cloaths; and ſtraitway the Baptiſt 
went into the River, and our Saviour baptiz'd | 
him, as on purpoſe to return the Favour. ® 
Thus far went Yeronica's Extaſy, and then 
gave her Leiſure to aſſiſt at Maſs ; which done, 
ſhe went with the reſt of the Nuns to Com- 
mons. 36 wee i 
Before Veronica had ended her Commons, 
another Rapture began; whether it was that 


Heaven was impatient till ſhe came (as the 


Hiſtorian remarks) or whether it was to ſhew | 
that Acts of Devotion ſuperſede all natural } 
Obligations, in. them who live only to the | 
Spirit. Veronica, deſtin'd for afar better En- 
tertainment, found her ſelf in a ſtately Hall; 
there ſhe ſaw a Table ſpread with Variety of 
Eatables. The Company were, Chriſt, our | 
Lady, a Bridegroom, and a Bride, and many 


more. Chriſt gave his Bleſſing on the Meat, and 


was follow'd by Reſponſes of the whole Aſſem- 
bly, with Prayers in Form, ſuch as are practis'd 
in Religious Communities. She preſently ſaw | 
our Saviour ſeat himſelf at the Head of the 
Table in a Chair: Our Lady took her Place 

: an 
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on his right Hand, and next to our Lady the 


Bride. On our Lord's left fate the Bride- 
groom, and next to him the Gueſts in order. 


Veronica fix'd herſelf at the end of the Table, 


together with the Angel her Guide : and from 


thence they ſaw every thing that paſſed. Vero- 
uica, in relating this Occurrence, ſaid, our Sa- 
viour was ina very remarkable Habit, and his 
Head was dreſt extremely fine: but did not 


declare how. Our Lord was in White, and 


the New-marry'd Couple in Red. 

The Servants who waited at Table were 
five, Two whereof brought in the Diſhes, 
and other two ſet them before the Gueſts: 
the fifth, was the Governour of the Feaſt or 


Steward. This laſt, tho” his Charge extend- 
ed over every thing, took particular care of 
the Wine. 
variety of Butcher's Meat: the Cook had ex- 
erted his Art in a more eſpecial manner upon 
the Roaſt. Our Saviour divided the Loaf 


Among the Proviſions was great 


with his Hand, as dextrouſly as others do 
with a Knife. The Banquet continuing a 
good ſpace, and the Wine all gone, our Lady 
told Chriſt they wanted Wine, Upon which 
our Lord turn'd all the Water into Wine, 
whicheronicaobſerved to be a very deep Red. 
The: firſt Courſe being clear'd, Veronica 
ſaw the ſecond come in: it conſiſted of ſun- 
dry ſorts of Sweet-Meats, ſerv'd up in Dithes 
made indeed of Wood, but wonderfully well 
faſnicned, and of moſt exquiſite W orkman- 
ſhip. At the cloſe of the Feaſt, ſeveral Mu- 
| {ical 
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ſical Inſtruments ſtruck up, and made a moſt 
melodious Conſort. Veronica affirm'd ſhe 


felt an exceſſive delight in hearing it, and it 


was ſo extremely chearing to the Soul that 
ſuch Muſick could be no where but in Hea- 
ven. Burt the preſence of the King of Hea- 


ven made every thing ſupernaturally gay and | 


lively. 


Veronica coming again to herſelf, found the 


Nuns {till in the Refectory or Dining-Room: 


hey deſiring her to give them ſome Account : 
how ſhe was employ'd in her ſo delightful d 


Lethargy, Veronica (according to cuſtom) 


was very back ward to communicate any thing: 


becauſe the good things of Heaven, as their 
Centre is only in the Soul, ſo they re- con- 
centrate with the Soul alone. Whether it was 


the Candour of her natural ſimplicity that 
ſometimes threw her off her guard, or whe- | 
ther it was the Abbeſs's Command that ob- | 
lig'd her to declare it; ſhe at length drew | 
forth from the moſt vital part of her Heart | 
-that which her Heart ſolely liv'd upon, and | 


Related what we have Related. 


On the Firſt Sunday in Lent Veronica re- 


ceiv'd the Communion. It is by this time 


plain, that ſhe could not ſtay long from Hea- | 
ven, who ſeem'd to tarry on Earth only on 


Parole as 1t were: eſpecially being to unite 


her bleſſed Soul to a Spouſe who ſo much | 


loved to have her to himſelf. Her Angel 


carry'd her to a vaſt and dreadful Wilder- | 


neſs. Seven Hours ſhe continu'd in this So- 
litude: 
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litude: a ſhovt ſpace to one that lov'd Soli- 
rude ſo much, and ſhorter ſtil} to one that 
took delight in ſeeing her Spouſe. Shefaw 
him here; but he was almoſt ſpent, and his 
Look was very pale and wan: his very Cloaths 
were almoſt worn away and periſht. The 
Angel ſaid to Veronica. He whom thou ſeeft 
| I coming towards us in the ſhape of a humane 
: Creature, is the Devil, the declar'd and com- 
mon Enemy of Mankind. 
1 This counterfeit Man, (apparell'd like a 
Hermit and looking as demure as the au- 
ftereſt Penitent) came forward, bearing in 
his lap a quantity of Stones. Theſe he threw 
at Chriſt's Feet, and ſaid: I /e, Lord, that 
Ton are almoſt periſht with hunger. If your 
* power be ſuch as is that of the Son of God, 
Command that theſe Stones be made Bread. 
But Chriſt anſwer'd, That Bread alone was 
not the ſuſtenance of Man; but the Word of 
God's Month. After many fruitleſs Tempra- 
tions the Devil left our Saviour, and in fea- 
ving him made a moſt horrible noife and clut- 
ter, inſomuch that the whole Mountain was 
turn'd into a fiery Vulcanoe, and ſeem'd to 
be overwhelm'd and ſinking in its own 
Ruins. f 
And ſtraigbtway Chriſt found himſelf ſur- 
rounded and aſſiſted by Angels. He departed 
to a place that was, cool and moſt deliciouſly 
pleafanc ; what place it was Veronica could not 
conceive; the Angels, very gallantly dreſt, 
came and brought two Fiſhes, and miniſtred 
. unco 
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unto him as to their Lord God. 


likewiſe entertain d him - with variety 


They 


of 


Muſick: ſuch Muſick (ſaid Veronica,) that 
it would poze the ſublimeſt Wit to find 


Words to expreſs. Then ſhe faw them pre- 


pare a Table, and bring Loaves of the -whi- 
teſt Bread. Chriſt all the while employ'd 
himſelf in talking at large with Veronica, and 


thereby eas'd his harraſs'd Soul, and crown'd 


the Trophies of his Victories. This was Ve- 


ronica's Extaſy on this Day. 


On others, Veronica ſaw the Glories of the 
Transfiguration of Mount Tabor: the reſto- 


ring ſight to a blind Man: the Reſurrection 
of Lazarus. Other Extaſies ſhe likewiſe had 


which we,omit, becauſe they diſcover'd no- 
thing of eſpecial Importance, nor more than 


thor. 


what we find in Scripture, ſays the Au- 


On the Friday of theWeek immediately pre- 


ceding Palm-Sunday, Veronica was tranſ- 
ported by an Angel toa place where ſhe found 
Chriſt propoſing the Parable or Compariſon 
of the Five Talents, which likewiſe Veronica 
heard. There was a very numerous Compa- 
ny, Men and Women, liſt'ning to the Maſter 


of Angels and Lord of Glory. 


In the midſt of this Concourſe, Veronica 
ſaw ſitting in a more conſpicuous place a cer- 
tain Woman, who by her looſe Dreſs diſco- 
ver'd what profeſſion ſhe was of. The row- 
ling of her Eye, and motions of her Head, 
ſpoke the lightneſs of her Heart, and all 


together 


together the Perdicion of her Soul. Before 
our Saviour had made an end of applying his 
Parable, he cry'd aloud: O Soul oer hm 
| withthe preſſure of thy Sins ! O Soul, that haſt 
bury'd in the Earth the Talent whichthy Lord 
hath put into thy Hands: the weight of thine J- 
niquities like a great Stone ſinking thee down ; 
O think of ſeeking for a remedy in me who am 
W 7224y to receive thee within the Arms of my 
Mercy. Magdalen, changing the laſcivioul- 
neſs of her look, fix'd her Eyes upon our 
Lord in a very different manner from what 
ſhe was wont to do on others. Our Lord, 
either by way of reprehenſion, or to render 
his Conqueſt the more effectual, darted his 
Eyes on her in ſo ſevere and piercing a man- 
ner, that the Woman preſently came down. 
from her place, caſt herſelf on the Floor, diſ- 
charging from the Sluices of her Eyes two 
Seas of Water; and from her Heart a Thou- 
3 ſand burning Sighs: and manifeſted an utter 
& diſlike and contempt of her Finery: making 
to every one a fervent Abjuration of her 
I courſe of Life, and conſuming her Sins as 
it were in a Bone: fire lighted up by the Sigh- 
J ings of her Heart. Ce 
Martha pickt up her Things, to preſerve 

them as Trophies of Victory, as well as 
Warning- pieces to others. She undid the 
Attire of her Head, the Hair whereof had 
ſo ruinouſly fetter'd and held faſt ſo many 
Souls as in a Net. Such an unexpected and 


reſolute Change drew the Eyes and Admi- 
G ration 


ration of all that were prefent. The Redee- 


of Simon the Leper; who having invited 
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mer having finiſht his Sermon, and being ex- 
ceedingly fatigued, he repair'd to the Houſe 


him to Dinner, our Saviour very courteouſly 
and graciouſly accepted thereof, Mag- 
dalen retir'd to her Siſter Martha's Houle ; 
Veronica follow'd her. There ſhe ſaw her ſhut 
herſelf up in a private Apartment, and dilu- 


ting with deluges of briny Tears that Heart 


which ſhe before ſuffer'd to be ſcorcht up 
with the Fire of the Fleſh. She was the 
more earneſt therein, either to waſh away 
— many Stains or to extinguiſh ſuch a ſinful 
ire. 

Mean while Martha was taken up in the 
common Affairs of her Family, being aſliſted | 
by her Servant-Maid Marcella. Marthas 
Heart leapt within her for joy of her Siſter's | 
being brought into the way that leads to a | 
better Life: into which no leſs than Life and 
Truth itſelf had conducted her ſo benefici- | 
ally. Magdalen's compunction had no end | 
nor reſpite: She thought it highly concern'd 
her to return to the Fountain of Life which | 
ſhe ſoardently thirſted after. She ſet herſelf | 
to inquire for and find out the Author of her | 
Melioration, becauſe it was to him ſhe ow'd | 
her being and continuing to be a New Crea- 
ture. Being inform'd that our Lord was | 
gone to Simon the Leper's Houſe, ſhe took 
a Veſſel of precious Ointment and went thi- 
ther. She enter'd into the Houſe (all which: 

- Heronica 
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Veronica took great Notice of) and approa- 
ching to her Reſtorer with all the Reſpects 
of one highly oblig'd, and truſting in his Love, 
ſhe in the firſt place apply'd the Ointment 
to his Head, and then to his Feet, being de- 
ſirous that from Head to Foot he might (for 


that Price) become wholly hers, who on pur- 
bore to make her his had ſtuck at no Price. 


he Fragancy and Odour throughout the 
whole Houſe was a good Teſtimony of the 
preciouſneſs of this Action. 
Our Saviour had not yet recover'd himſelf 
from his fatigue, ſo much does the gaining 
one Soul coſt him. Simon kept his Eyes up- 
on what Magdalen was doing. The new Con- 
vert moſtly beſtow'd her Care in demonſtra- 
tions of her Affections upon the Feet of the 


Redeemer, thereby to humiliate her Thoughts 
which us'd to run ſo much upon the Head 


of the World, (the Article of the World; tis 


a Pun in the Original.) Here ſhe added to the 


Value of the- Ointment that of her Tears. 
Magdalen wept, and with her Tears waſht 
the Feet of Jeſus now wholly hers. She wept, 
and with her Hair dry'd his Feet: her diſhe- 


vel'd Hair, to make the Sacrifice the more 
compleat. In proportion as her Soul diſſol- 


ved itſelf in floods of Tears, Veronica heard 


her Heart by the medium of her Tongue make 
a full Confeſſion of every Sin ſhe had been 
guilty of. She confeſt every thing, that a Re- 
medy might be apply'd to every thing. 


G2 Veronica 


44 "The Lirt of the 


Veronica ſaid, that Magdalen confeſt all her 


Faults and Back-flidings, ſpecifying all and 
every the Circumſtances, in the ſame manner 
with thoſe who confeſs Sacramentally, Af 
ter the had ſo done, lhe fell into an Excla- 
mation: O fortunate me in having ſuch a Bro- 
ther! who by having given occaſion and indu- 
Hion to the way I'm in, ſnatch'd me from the 
Jauss of Hell wherein my diſſolute Life had 
caſt me. O loving Siſter, who with ſo much 
careful watching aidſt ſtudy my Salvation, and 
with ſo much milaneſs didſt hear the Afronts 
which I caſt both on thee and thy Reprovings ! 
O how often have I with a proud licentious 
air ſaid to thee, Prithee do thou live as thou 
wilt, and follow the heels of thy Prophet; aud 
let me live as I pleaſe,and follow my pleaſure . 


But, O thou ſupreme Lord and Father of all 


Mercy, pardon a miſerable Sinner the horror 
of ſo many Sins ! Mercy, O my God, Mercy / 
grant thy Forgiveneſs to a Wretch who ſhut 
the door of her Soul againſt the Admonitions 
of ſo goaly a Siſter, to open a way to the dif- 
\ ſoluteneſs of my Deſires, which ſo violently 
and blindly hurry'd me away! 5 
Our Lord Jeſus kept ſilence, thereby ſhew- 
ing his acceptance of that Penance; as he did 
by his aſpect the Compaſſion he took of her 
Tears. With very different Eyes Simon the 
Leper obſerv'd Magdalens Occupations. His 
Face ſhew'd the untoward ſurmiſings of his 


Heart. Chriſt perceiv'd as much; and he 
ſet forth to him that Parable of the two Deb 
tors 
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tors and the Creditor: And after many Que- 
ſtions and Anſwers had paſſed between them, 
the Divine Maſter turning to Magdalen, ſaid 
to her, I forgive thee all thy Sins, go in peace. 
Then raiſing her up, he gave her his Bleſſing. 
Magdalen judging the Favour to exceed her 
Deſerts, and the Pardon greater than her 
Sins admitted of, fell into a new fit of weep- 
ing. Her Siſter Martha all the while thought 
that Magdalen was lock'd up in her Cloſet. 
She went to call her, but not finding her 
there, ſhe bethought herſelf of going to Jz- 
mon the Leper, who was her next-door Neigh- 
bour. There being inform'd concerning the 
cauſe of ſuch continued and abundant weep- 
ing, ſhe rejoyc'd with the greater Joy, in pro- 
portion as her Siſter's Converſion advanced. 
Veronicas Extaſie ſtopt, and with the Extaſie, 
all that ſhe had been ſeeing, diſappear'd. 
On the Night of Paim- Sunday, the Angel 
ſtole Veronica away, and carry'd her to the 
| City of Jeruſalem. She found our Lord ſit- 
ting upon a Colt. Veronica obſerv'd that the 
Diſciples had made for him a ſort of Saddle with 
their Garments. They accompany'd him on 
all ſides, as in a ring. Our Lady, and the Si- 
ſters Martha and Magdalen, and other Wo- 
men kept following, but at a diſtance. The 
City was all in motion, and the neighbouring 
People ran out together to know the cauſe 
of ſo ſudden and ſo ſtrange a Rejoycing. Then 
_ Chriſt intimating by his Tears what was in 
his Breaſt, ſaid with Sorrow: Ah, Jeruſalem, 


Je 
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Feruſalem, if thou kneweſt what JI now ſee, 

2 2 inſtead of me The an- 
guiſn of thoſe Tears reverberated in the 
Heart of our Lady; for by the conſonancy of 
two Hearts, what touches one moves the o- 
ther. The Virgin wept, and the current of 
her Tears deriv'd itſelf upon the other Wo. 
men : It flow'd more copiouſly in the Sou 


of Magdalen, becauſe it met with a larger 


field there. | 


The Angel declar'd to Veronica the reaſon] 
why the Entry of Chriſt met with ſach a dif-F 
ferent reception among the People: Tho/,| 
ſaid he, which you ſee ſo exceedmgly glad, are 
the Gentiles : The others-whs look ſo diſſatiſ-Þ 
H' are the Hebrew People. Moreover, the 

little Children, with Olive-branches in their] 
Hands, did ſpread their Garments on the] 
Pavement where our Saviour was to paſs, and] 
ſhouted, Bleſſed be he that cometh in the nam 
of the Lord. FVeronica affirm'd the ſaw the] 
Palm-trees and Olive-trees, as Chriſt paſs'd by, 
give ſigns of Adoration ; but that the Reeds 

or Canes did not bend themſelves : That the 
Children, which were very numerous, might] 
be about ten years old at the moſt ; tho' the | 


generality of them were not ſo old. 


The Angel was not long before heexplain'd | 
to Veronica the Myftery or Doctrine couch'd | 


under this different Conduct which ſhe re- 
mark'd in the Trees. The Trees (ſaid he) 
which bow'd themſelues, repreſent thoſe in 
whom the Erace of the Lord abideth. They 
always 


— 
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always think meaneſt of themſelves. They aft 
and ſpeak with Humbleneſs, not valuing the 
Applanſe of the World. They bow'their Bo. 
dies with all Submiſſron whenever the leaſt men- 

tion is made of the Divme Majeſty, or the leaſt ' 
thing done tending to things Holy. As for the 
other, who in Levity and Stiffneſs reſemble 
Canes or Reeds, they are the Proud, the In- 
flexible, the Vain, the Ambitious,the Admirers 


F earthiy Vanities. Vain-glory is a Vice fo 
odious to the Divine Majeſty, that tho they 
who are guilty of it cou d work Miracles, yet 
J would they never be pleaſing to God. It is fit 
that Mortals ſhowd this day cleanſe their Con- 
s /tiences, that they may worthily recerve the 
= Branches which the Church this day diſtributes, 
to the end that the Branches which they bear 
in their Hands may bring forth Fruit in their 
Fouls. 


Our Lord being now come to the Street 


which leads to Solomon's Temple, he alighted, 
with the help of his Diſciples. He went up 

into a high place; from whence he preach'd 
a Sermon to the Crowd about him. When 
he had given over, he ſeem'd to be mighty 
s weary and ſpent with Labour. Martha ſee- 


ing this, and likewiſe knowing that he had 
eat nothing the whole day, and no body gi- 
ving him an Invitation, ſhe made way thro' 
the Preſs, and beg'd that he wou'd pleaſe to 
come with his Diſciples and take ſome Re- 


 freſhments at her Houſe. The Lord cour- 
teouſly accepted the Offer. Then Martha 


haſted 
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haſted home, and in all diligence prepar'd a 
Supper, with the help of Marcella. Here the 


Angel promiſing Veronica that the ſhou'd ſee | 
our Lord at upper, ſhe return'd again to her 


Sens. * 

It was now Noon-tide of Palm-Sunday, and 
Veronica enter'd, together with the reſt of the 
Nuns, into the Refectory, for 'till then ſhe had 


taken ſome {light Kepaſt, ſhe went forth 
made the beſt of her way to her Cell. 8 
had hardly begun to pray, when ſhe was taken 


eaten nothing. Having, for 'weneforh aff 


up by a Rapture. It ſet her down in Mar- 


thas Houſe. She ſaw our Saviour juſt as he 
was ſaying Grace before Meat. After this, 
ſhe ſaw him take his place, as likewiſe our 
Lady; the Diſciples all the while ſtanding. 
Our Lady ſate on Chriſt's right hand; next 
her, Mary the Mother of Fames, and Mary 
the Mother of Salome, and other Matrons. 
On Chriſt's left hand ſate St. Zohn the Evan- 
gelift; and Magdalen plac'd herſelf at her Sa- 


viours Feet. = 

Veronica ſaid that the Proviſions were nice 
and delicate, butnota bit of Fleſh or any thing 
made of Milk; juſt as the Church obſerves 


in time of Lent. Among thoſe who were I 


buſy'd about the Service of the Table, Mar- 
tha took moſt Pains, and ſeeing her Siſter laid 
ar Chriſt's Feet, ſhe ſaid, Lord, are you not 
Aiſpleas d to ſee my Siſter leave all the Toil to 


me Command her to come and help me. Our 


Saviour ſmiling, ſaid, Martha, Martha, thou 


i takeſt 


4- 
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taleſt great pains, and art buſy'd with many 

things ; whereas there's but one thing neceſſa- 
ry. Mary has made the better election, and ſhe 

ſhall never loſe it, Martha receiv'd this An- 
{wer with much chearfulneſs, being overjoy'd 
that our Lord was pleas'd 'to continue to her 
Siſter the benefit of her Converſion With 
this freſh Obligation ſhe apply'd herſelf with 
greater Fervency to the Miniſtry ſhe was em- 
yd in. Supper being ended, our Saviour 
began to retuin Thanks, and was ſeconded 
by all the reſt. Veronicà ſaid, that after this 
our Saviour took her aſide, and enter'd into 
converſation with her; during whicht, he o- 
ther Diſciples ſate down to eat: For none 
of 'em all, but the Evangeliſt, ſate with our 
Lord at Supper. 
What Chriſt ſaid to Veronica was this, Ma- 
ny times, Child, haſt thou, in times Fes put 
wp thy Prayers to me for the Nuns thy Siſters: 
But tell them from me, (eſpecially thoſe who 
ere concern'd in the Muſick) that they are very 
pemiſe and indevout. They give a looſe to Ha- 
tred and Spitefulneſs, and are cold and faint 
in the performance of their Duty. They are 
ne er the better for Reproof'; "tis all loſt upon 
em, and they go ou in doing amiſs. Let them 
know,that the Quire 3s a place ſet apart for my 
Praiſe, not for vain Thoughts. Tell them, 
that when they begin the Pſalm, Benedicite 
jormnia Opera Domini Domino, in the pauſe 
Nbich divides the Verſes, they ſhou'd remem- 
ber that I am He whom they praiſe. So like- 


R ae 
wiſe in the Hymns and Pſalms, Laudate Do- 
minum de Ccelis. Beati immaculati in via. 
Cum invocarem, exaudivit. K 3 
Our Saviour told Veronica of ſeveral other 
Pſalms that were indecently ſung, but of theſe 
he commanded her to ſay nothing. 
Our Lord added, that ſhe ſhou'd take care 
and not omit to impart to her Siſters theſe 
Admonitions ; and that they ſhou'd remain 
as a Document to all who ſhou'd hereafter 
take the Habit upon them; and that each 
one in particular ſhou'd ſing with a bolder 
and freer Voice: That they ſhou'd lay aſide 
ev'n the leaſt ſhadow of Enmity and Malice. 
Veronica, who knew that the Gifts of the 
good Spirit are Benefits from Heaven, ſaid 
to our Lord, Thou well-knowſt, Lord, that our 
Frailty can do nothing, unleſs thou giveſt the 
Power : Kindle their Hearts with the Flame, 
of thy Love,and thou wilt ſoon have thoſe that i 
ſhall ſerve thee with Pleaſure and Diligence. 
Thou ſay'ſt right (reply'd Chriſt) but it is ne- 
ceſſary, O my Child, that they conquer then 
ſfetves, and that their Vill be not their Will. 
They have a good Leſſon in my Sufferings, Let Peri 
them always bear in mind the exceeding great- Ii 
neſs of my Sorrow; the cruel painfulneſs of 
my Sores ; the long continuance of my Troubles; 
and every thing will be eaſy to em. 
Many other things Chriſt ſaid to Veronica, 
but was pleas'd to enjoyn her Silence. The 
Extaſy concluded, and Veronica found her 
ſelf in her Senſes juſt as the Convent were 
preparing for the firſt Vigils of the Night. 


Only. 
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On that Night when Chriſt with extreme 
Love made his laſt Supper with the Diſciples, 
LVeronuica went to Heaven; and, by means of 
ber Angel, to Bethany, to Martha's. Houſe. 
r I There ſhe ſaw in a ſpacious Hall a Table 
e EW plac'd, and Chriſt with our Lady ſitting at it, 
without any other Perſon beſides. They ſeem'd 
e Ito Veronica to be engag'd in a ſecret Conver- 
e ¶ſation, and particularly the Diſcourſe between 
n the Mother and Son turn'd upon the Paſſion 
r of our Lord. The whole Endeavour of Chriſt 
h was to deſire her to arm her ſelf with Pa— 
er tience againſt the Tempeſt that threatned; 
le and to alleviate the Senſe of his Abſence, with 
e. Iremembring, that his Death in Feruſalem was 
ne Ito redeem Mankind. But the Piety of that 
id Imoſt loving Mother could afford no Relief to 
ur er Sorrow, but by expreſſing that Sorrow; 
he or any Eaſe to her Heart, but in the Flow 
225 Ungs of her Tears and the Vehemence of her 
dat Pighs. In her Tears ſhe ſought Power, and 
ce. Inher Exclamations Reaſons, whereby to avert 
ne- hat Event. 1 1 
n-. On his fide, the Redeemer of the World 
ledged for his Excuſe the Oracles of 
cripture, which could not be fallify'd ; Obe- 
ence to the Commands of the Eternal Fa- 
her, to whom he was to be ſubject; and the 
exfon which mov'd him to become her Son, 
Ind to take Fleſh upon him. Our Lady ſeem'd 
ofwoon away at every Word he ſpoke, and 
o ſuffer the Agonies of a Thouſand Martyr- 
oms: Our Saviour ſuccour'd her with his 
5 Hz 1 1 
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Perſon, and with his Conſolations. Tn theſe 
Colloquies they paſſed the whole Night ; they 
paſſed it without touching any thing of the 
Supper that was on the Table: They aroſe 
from Table, and Veronica ſaw the moſt be- 
nign Son upon his Knees, begging his moſt 
holy Mother's laſt Bleſſing. The Mother 


beg'd the like of her Son, with equal Earneſt- 


neſs and Veneration: The tender Conteſt did 
not ceaſe, till at laſt the Mother gave the Son 
her Bleſſing, and then the Son his to the 
Mother. os 

But in theſe Effays towards Parting, the 
Mother's Love reviv'd with ſo ſtrong a Flame 
within her, that her Heart burſt forth in this, 


or the like Expreſſion; Do not go, my Son, a 


not leave me. The Cry was great, for the 
Breaſt whence it proceeded could be no nar 
row one, by its containing ſuch gigantict 
Troubles. It was heard all over Marth' 
Houſe, which eccho'd back the diſmal Sound 
Magdalen ran in with the Wings of Love 
ſhe ask d the Cauſe of ſuch new Lamentation: 
Our Lady told her of her Son's going up tt 
1 where he was not only to dy: 
ut to dye a molt barbarous Death. 
Again Magdalen falls at the Feet of Chr. 
thinking to {top his Way by her Cries and F 


treaties: O my loved and loving Maſter, (la ' 


ſhe;) O my Lord, Will you go to Jeruſalen 
Zou may be ſure the malevolent Jews will it 
piouſſy lie in wait to deſtroy ye. To which! 
Lord reply'd, that ſhe might ſpare her E 

| | | treat 
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treaties, for that his Death was of much 
greater Importance, and the Obligation of bis 
Departure no leſs. Our Lord paus'd a Mo- 
ment, and then ſet forward. Now the La- 
mentations of the Virgin were louder than 
ever; the deſir d Magdalen that ſhe would 
haſte after her Maſter, and implore him to 
return. Magdalen follow'd Chriſt, and deliver'd 
her Meſſage: He bade her go back, and aſſiſt 
our Lady with her Company and Conſola- 
tions. Magdalen told the Virgin as ſhe was 
order'd. If both the one and the other griev'd 
much. before, they griev'd much more now. 
Veronica affirm'd, that what our Lady and 
Magdalen ſaid to each other in their Affliction, 


ſſe heard perfectly plain; and obſerv'd ſuch: 


a Paleneſs in our Lord's Face (when. he de- 
parted) that it was extremely moving. 

After Veronica had ſeen what paſſed in 
Martha's Houſe, the Angel ſtraitway led her 
to ſee our Saviour's Journey to Feru/alem ; 


and tho? when he ſet out from Marthe's Houſe 


he was alone, now ſhe found him attended 
by his Diſciples. 

All things being in readineſs for the Paf<- 
over, Chriit fate down, and with him the 
Diſciples, Supper being ended, our Lord 
aroſe, laid aſide his Cloaths, girded a Towel 
about him, pour'd Water into a Baſin, and 
began to waſh his Diſciples Feet, and to wipe 


them with the Towel which was round his 


Waſte. When he came to Peter, that Apo- 
file with great Humility and Admiration ſaid 
RL to 
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to him, Lord, doeſt thou waſh my Feet? And 

then follow'd what is related by St. 70% in 
his Goſpel. But Veronica obſerv'd that our 
Lord kiſs'd the Feet of each of them, when 
they were waſh'd; as likewiſe that the Houſe 
where this was done, was wonderfully Mag- 
nificent. On one ſide was the Table they 
ſupp'd at; it was a ſquare Table, and ſome- 
What rais'd above the Pavement: On the other 
ſide were ſeen the Baſins in which our Lord 


Co 


waſh'd his Apoſtle's Feet. | 
__ Whilſt Jeſus was bearing the Croſs. thro? 
the Streets of Jeruſalem, Veronica ſaw run- 
ning in all haſte the moſt holy Mother, bath'd 
no leſs in Tears, than her Son was in Blood: 
She was follow'd by Zohn, and Magdalen, and 
other Women, her conſtant Companions in 
Grief. - Our Lady endeavour'd by all means to 
get to her Son; but the Phariſees puſh'd her 

violently away. Then our Lady deſir'd the 
Evangeliſt, that ſince he was acquainted with 
the Streets of the City, he would lead her 
ſome other way, whereby ſhe might meet 
her beloved Jeſus. The holy Evangeliſt did 
ſo; he carry'd our Lady and Company by 
another Street into a broad Place, where 
there was a Pillar. Here they took up their 
Standing. The Redeemer arriv'd with the 
Load of Sin which he did not commit; and 
caſting his Eyes on his Mother, who now made 
towards him, ſaid, Now, dear Mother, my 
Torments are greatly encreaſed. Then the 


Hearts of both. uttering themſelves only by 
: Tears, 
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Tears, all that they could communicate to 
each other, was Embracings for the laſt time. 
Inſomuch that from the four Fountains ran 
with equal Streams four Rivers, which loſing 
themſelves in a Sea of Tears, left it impoſſi- 
ble to tell which were thoſe of the Son, and 
which thoſe of the Mother. Being buſy'd 
with theſe Endearments, the Croſs happen'd 
to fall to the Ground; a Man took it up, whilft 
our Lord was relieving himſelf in his Mother's 
Arms. The Miniſters of Hell obſerving what 
paſs'd, preſently forc'd our Lord to continue 
his way with the Burthen. The Croſs was re- 
turn'd to him again: But his Strength grow- 


ing leſs, as his Fatigue encreaſed, they oblig'd d b- 


one (imon to bear the Croſs for him. All 
this Veronica ſaw with greater Exactneſs than 
we write It. | | | 
The univerſal Redeemer went up Mount 
Calvary, encompaſs'd by that impious Crowd. 
On the Top of the Mountain they ſtript 
naked the Son of that Father who cloaths 
even the leaſt Flower of the Field and of the 
Valley. When they took off his Rayment, 
it made his Sores bleed afreſh, becauſe the Coat 
next his Fleſh had clung to and compaſſio- 
nately cover'd the. Channels which the 
Scourgings he had receiv'd had plow'd up; 
but being pulled off forcibly, - the Wounds 
caſt forth new Rivers of Blood from Head to 
Foot. The moiſt holy Mother ſaw all this; 
ſhe took from off her Head the Veil the wore, 
and cover'd her Son therewith : He did not 
| = refuſe 
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refuſe it, coming from ſuch a Hand, and in 
ſuch Neceſſity. Veronica related, that the 
Croſs being laid upon the Ground, our Lord 
was ſtretch'd upon it, giving his Arms not un- 
willingly to be nail'd thereon. The furious 
Blood-hounds ſeeing that his Hands would 
not reach to the Place where they deſign'd to 
nail them, they ſo cruelly pulPd them with a 
Rope, that they put his Shoulders out of 
Joynt; the ſame they did to his Feet, for the 


ſame Reaſon : The Hand which they firſt 


nail'd, was the Right Hand, then the Left. 
The whole with as much Violence and Buſlle, 
as if they were nailing the Beam of a Houſe, 
inſomuch that his whole Body was diſlocated, 

With incredible Impiety they rear'd the 
Croſs on which the Divine Body was now 
nail'd; and as they did it with great Haſte, 
being impatient to ſee it up, the ſuddenneſs of 
the Motion did more violently ſtrain his Hands 
and Feet, and caus'd a greater Pain in him, 
as was obſerv'd by the By-ſtanders, and thoſe 


who were employ'd about it. Veronica ſaw 


that when the Croſs wasrear'd quite up, they 


purpoſely let it fall again, to multiply the Sor- 


rows of the pious Jeſus. In raiſing it again, 
they order'd it ſo, that ſometimes it ſway'd to 


the right, ſometimes to the left, thereby art- 


fully to encreaſe his Pain, by the Nails tearing 
his Hands and Feet and dilating the Rupture 
. thereof. . 

The Foot of the Croſs was fix'd in its Place, 
and on the pendant Body were fix'd the Eyes 


of 


of the moſt pure Mother. Shefaw beſmear'd 
all o'er with Blood that facred Body to which 
ſhe fo immaculately gave Blood; the ſaw de- 
priv*d of Strength that Subſtance to which ſhe 
gave Life ; ſhe ſaw thoſe Veins and Nerves 
looſen'd and unſtrung, which the fo miracu- 
loufly form'd and united. Amid the flowing 
deluge of her Eyes ſhe lifred up a Voice, 
which took its Riſe rather from the Exceſs of 
Pain which ſhe felt, than from any Life ſhe 


had in her. Alas, alas, my Son! This then 


was the ſecret Cauſe of the Conflict I had in my 
ſelf to part with thee. This is what Simeon 
prophecy'd, when he ſaid, The Sword which is 
hereafter to pierce this ſacred Body, ſhall at 
the. ſame time pierce thy Soul alſo: O moſt 


merciful Son, what ſharp Pains does thy Bay 


feel at the Top of the Cros, and my Soul at the 
Bottom! | . | 
L eronica heard theſe Lamentations of the 


moiſt holy Mother, and ſaw that exceſſive 


Grief pierc'd her to the Soul; Magdalen and 
the reſt of her Companions gave her what Aſ- 
ſiſtance they could. Our Lady fix'd her Eyes 
upon our Saviour's Face, and thereby per- 
ceiv'd, that he was revolving in his Mind 
what-had bcen foretold by the Prophets; or 
ſeeking Reaſons for his Sufferings, or com- 
plaining that they were too ſmall. Thus our 
Lord continu'd till he gave up the Ghoſt. 
Veronica ſaid, that in ſpite of her continual 
Tears, ſhe clearly ſaw all the Actions of our 
Saviour. In rr ſne obſerv'd, e 
5 „ the 
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the Crown of Thorns hindring our Lord from ! 
leaning his Head on the Croſs, he bow'd it on 
his Boſom only: And that when our Lord inti- | * 
mated that he was a-thirſt, our Lady's Trouble ll © 
was mightily increas'd, ſince ſhe could not re- K 
lieve, with a little Water, the Thirſt of Him | © 
whom ſhe had nouriſh'd into Life with the Holy ( 
Milk from her Breaſts. The laſt Hour being | © 
come, our Lord ſhifted his Geſture, and pour d 
forth a flood of Tears, but ſaid nothing further 
than what the Evangeliſts relate. Our Lady 
ſeeing Chriſt drawing his laſt Breath, ſaid to + 

him: O my Con, my Son is agonizing, and ſpeaks t 

not one Word to comfort me. Then our Lord 10 

ſaid to her: Woman, bebold, he is thy Son that + 

| Hande nert thee: Then turning his Eyes towards I E, 
Saint John, he ſaid to him: Son, that is thy h 
Mother. Preſently the moſt Holy Virgin cry'd 1 
out: What a Farewell is this! what an Ex. 58 
change is this, O my Jon ! She cou'd ſay no more : | 
for weeping. At the ſame time a mortal paleneſs 0. 
covering our Saviour's Face, he lifted up his -© 


Voice, and having ſaid, All is Finifb'd, he gave ſuc 
up the Ghoſt. | i „it 
And now they were all filled with an additi- FU 


onal Trouble and Uneaſineſs, how to take down Tt 
the Sovereign Corps from the Croſs: Becauſe c 
they had no other Remedy or Succour than that ; | 

of Wailing and Lamenting, which increaſt the 0 
more upon the apparent impoſſibility of effecting **** 
what they deſired to do. They look'd up to our Te 

Lord, and with their Eyes imbib'd freſh matter hi. 
of repeated Torment: For the fight of his Body, = 

in 
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in that Condition, gave new Fewel to their De- 
fires of taking it down. Joſeph and Nicodemps 


were now coming towards them. At firſt Sight 


of them afar off, our Lady conceiv'd great fear: 


Perhaps thro' an apprehenfion that ſhe was to un- 
dergo further anguiſh from ſome new exerciſe of 
Cruelty upon the Dead Body. But when they 


came nearer, and ſhe knew them, ſhe exchanged 
her Dread for ſome little Comfort: Expecting 


from them the thing her Soul panted after. 
They were cover'd with Mourning Cloaks, 


and by their Habit and Sobbings demonſtrated, 


they mourned no leſs in their Hearts. Coming 


| up to our Lady, they ſaluted her with due Re- 


ſpect, and then did the like to the Evangeliſt. 
They ſpoke no other Language but that of the 
Eyes, brimful of Tears, and were anſwer'd with 
the ſame. They then paid tlieir Adorations to 
the Lord of Life, whom they beheld Dead: 
the Supreme Majeſty on a ſhameful Croſs. They 
ſurvey'd with their Eyes the State of that Sacred 
Cadaver, and in every part thereof met with 
ſuch ample matter for their Tears, they ſeem'd 


| rather come to Weep than Bury. They rear'd 


two tall Ladders: Lhey went up: Nicodemus 
drew the Nails, while Zoſeph ſuſtained the Body. 
They brought it down, and put it into the Arms 
of the afflicted Mother, who, for her laſt Con- 
lolation, had delir'd it ſhould be ſo. She fo 
ſtrain'd him to her Face, that it look'd as if com- 
municating her Soul to him, by her flowing 
Tears and burning Sighs, ſhe meant to recal in 
him the Life which ſhe once gave him, and 

4 which 
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which he had been robb'd of by Ingratitude and 
obſtinate Impiety. The multiplied Pains which 
ſhe felt, in examining each part of the Body, did 
juſt ſuffer her to Articulate theſe Words, and no 
more: Son, Son, Son. The perturpations of her 
ſplinter'd Heart were fo great, that ſhe was quite 
loſt to Reaſon, and began to talk as if ſhe were 
Wild. Among all that were there preſent, no- 
thing paſs'd but Sobs, Tears, and Sighs. With 
theſe they utter'd themſelves, and with theſe 
convers'd together: While from the reverbera- 
ting Hills Ecchoe returned the-Plaintive Sounds. 
Our Lady cou'd not a long time be prevail'd 
on to un-glue her ſelf from her Dead Son: Ei- 
ther promiſing herſelf that ſhe ſhould give him 
new Life with her repeated Breath, or elſe de- 
firing to be her ſelf his Sepulchre, conſidering, 
that ſhe being now almoſt Perrify'd with Grief, 
might ſerve well enough for a Tomb-ſtone. At 
length ſhe yielded to the Intreaties of that Evan- 
geliſt, whom our Lord had appointed to be as a 
Son to her: A Son, very like the other in Love, 
tho' not in Subſtance. Having laid the Body in 
the Tomb, they ſhut the Door of the Sepulchre, 
and left, bencath a hard Stone, Him who gave 
Laws to Nature's ſelf and had ſoftned the very 
Rocks with Compaſſion. I he laſt that departed 
from the Place was our Lady, accompanied by 
the Evangelift, While our Lady and Company 
were going home, Veronica's Angel carry 'd her 
to ſee Solomon's Temple. 
When ſhe had ſeen the Temple, the Angel 
guided Veronica to the Limbo of the Ancient Fa- 
8 . thers: 


And his nailing to the Croſs. 
Friday of the Month of March, of the ſame 


* 
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thers: where the Soul of Chriſt was then de- 


ſoended. Here Veronica ſaw the Soul of the Re- 


deemer ranſom thoſe Holy Souls: And ſtraitway 


ſhe was reſtor'd to her — 
Before Hrronica went to Limbo, he perambu- 


lated the places of the Holy Land, where Chriſt 


had ſuffer'd. They — fo freſh in her Me- 
mory, that ſhe afterwards gave as diſtin& an Ac- 
count of them, as if ſne had beheld them with 
her Bodily Eyes. And as for the Myſteries of 
the Paſſion, which we here with ſo much Brevi- 


ty relate, Veronica ſaw them on three ſeveral 


Nights, of a eane/aay, a Friday, and a Satur- 


day. And it is a thing that —— no ſmall Ad- 
mirat ion, that thro the courſe of a whole Year, 


on every Friday, Veronica ſaw only three My- 


ſteries of the Paſhon, vis. The ſeizure of Chriſt 
in the Garden: The Scourgings at the Pillar: 
And on every 


Lear, ſhe ſaw all the Circumſtances of the Paſſi- 


on, as they followed in order. She faid that the 


Lord Jeſus told her, that he having ſuffer d Cru- 
citixion on a Friday in March, he wou'd have 


it remain uncertain which Friday it was, to the 
end that Mortals might revere every one of thoſe 
Days of this Month, in Adoration and Remem- 


brance of what he had ſuffer'd for them on the 
like Day. 


The Day on which Chriſt by his ReſurreQion 
triumph'd over Death, Veronica being refreſh'd 


with the Sacrament of Life, went ſtraitway to 


Heaven. Her other Extaſies us d to begin in the 
Night- 
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Night-time: This came upon her by Day, and 
laſted till Dinner-time. Peradventure the time 
was chang d, becauſe as the Earth was enlighten- 
ed with a new Sun, ſo was the Heavens no leſs. 
with a new Star. Veronica, under the guidance 
of her Angel, proſecuted her Journey to Mount 
Sion; where ſhe enter'd into the Houſe in which 
our Lady was retir d. The Sorrow of the Virgin 
ſtill melted her Heart into Tears. Soon after 
this, Magdalen beg d leave of our Lady to go to 
the Sepulchre. She was no ſooner gone, but 
the Virgin felt in her ſelf an- unlook d for inward 
Joy: But neither was it ſo little, or ſo inward, 
but that it gave clear Tokens of ic ſelf external- 
Iy. The Effects of it were manifeſt in the Face, 
that natural Mirror of the Heart: PITS" 
Chriſt being riſen, he dreſt himſelf with the 
glittering Beams of the Sun (to ſhew the King) 
and with the whiteſt Equypage (to ſhew the Re- 
deemer), and thus he repair d to the Houſe of 
the Queen of Angels, and his Mother. Soon as 
ever our Lady beheld him, ſhe ran to receive 
him. After joyful Salutations, they fignify'd, 
by their fond Embracings, the Life and Pleaſure, 
to which they were both revived. Veronica now 
perceiv'd, that the Chearfulneſs which our La- 
dy had ſhewn at Mag dalen's departure, was the 
fore · runner of this Event. But preſently being 
carried away by the Angel, ſhe follow'd the ſteps 
of Magdalen, who was making all the haſte the 
cou'd to the Tomb of Chriſt. Here ſhe ſaw 
what the Holy Evangeliſts relate concerning 


Magdalen in the Sepulchre: The Appearance of 
ä Chriſt 


the Apoſtles: His travelling with two of them 
towards Emmaus. Every thing that Chriſt ſaid 
to the Diſciples and the Women, ſhe perfectly 


well heard and perceiv'd ; and alſo what paſs'd 
between- the ſaid Difciples and Women: And 


what he ſaid to the four Women, whom he a 
pear'd to, and whoſe Names the Angel kept un- 
diſcover'd. 5 
It muſt not be forgot, that on every Sunday 
for a whole Lear, our Lord us'd at times to diſ- 
cover to Veronica, the Myſteries which appertain- 
ed purely to his Reſurrection, and likewiſe ſaid 
to her theſe Words, Know, my Chila, that 
whatever ſhall be ask'd of me for the ſake of my 
Feſurrection, and on à Sunday, 1 will infallibly 
grant, ſo far forth as is convenient for the Soul 
for whom the Prayer is put up: And I will 
have the Form of it to be this: O Lord, for the 
ſake of thy moſt Holy Reſurrection, grant me 


ſuch or ſuch a thing: If it be thy Will, and con- 


venient for my Salvation. 

On the Day of his Aſcenſion, the Divine Lo- 
ver did not care to go and leave Veronica behind: 
Nor cou'd ſhe ſuffer him to go to that new Hea- 
ven, and ſhe not with him. She put herſelf a- 
midſt the Hoſt of Angels: And becauſe Chriſt 
aſcended, ſo did ſhe, by means of the attractive 
Love of Chriſt, who was her Loadſtone. Vero- 
nice ſaid, it was Glorious to behold, in each Ce- 
leſtial Orb, a Legion of Angels in Chorus meet- 
ing our Saviour with moſt raviſhing Muſick: the 
Words whereof were made in Heaven, the Tune 


by 
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by Angels, and the occaſion no leſs than the En- 
try of a Triumphant God. Others of em were 
buſy'd in ſpreading abroad the Exhalations of 
 Frankincenſe, and other moſt grateful Aro- 
maticks: That every the leaſt Circumſtance of 
their R-joycing might appear, and the Feſtival 
be compleat. f 
Our Lord enter'd the Supreme or Empyreal 
Heaven. Veronica ſaw the Eternal Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt go forth as to receive him. In 
the higheſt part of this Heaven there was a 


more Conſpicuous Seat than the reſt, adornd 


with the utmoſt Coſt and Perfection, plac d. on 
the Right-hand of the Sovereign Father. Here 
the Son of God fate him down. In this Extaſy 


Feronica ſaw all the Three Per ſous, and ſaid, 
that this Myſtery was repreſented to her in ſuch 


a manner, that (from what ſhe ſaw) ſhe had a 
moſt perfect Conception of the Nature of the 


Trinity. Veronica continued in the Exerciſe. of 


theſe Myſteries till eleven at Night. 

On the Day of Pentecoſt, or the Feaſt of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Veronica's Spirit was taken up into 
the higheſt Heavens. What was there exhibited 
to the View of this_Favourite of God, was, 
Chriſt kneeling before the Eternal Father: tel- 
ling him, that He well knew, when he was 
below upon the Earth, he had promis'd his moſt 
Holy Mother, and beloved Diſcipies, that he 
wou'd fend the Holy Ghoſt to comfort them. 
That that Day ſeem'd to him to be a proper Day 
for ſuch Miſſion: And defiring it might be on 
that Day. To which, Veronica heard the Su- 


preme 
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preme Father make this Anſwer: That he had 
put all Things into his Hand, as into the Hande 
of a Son whom he much loved: That he might 
{end down the Holy Ghoſt whenever he thought 
fit. Here Veronicas Senſes came back again to 
Earth. 28055 — 

This Morning ſhe followed her uſual Exerciſe 
of the Earth: For thus God and Veronica divi- 


ded the Exerciſe z; when Chriſt was in Heaven, 


Veronica was with God; and when LYeroncia was 
upon the Earth, God was with FYeroncia. She 
ſought him out by means of Prayer, in which 
ſhe was employ'd till the time of Communion. 
After Communion, ſhe preſently found herſelf 
abſtracted from the Earth, ſpiritually tranſub- 


ſtantiated into the Bread of Heaven. Her An- 
gel conducted her into a ſpacious Hall, which yet 
ſeem'd too little for containing the Multitude that 


was in it. Among them was the moſt holy 
Mother; all the Apoſtles, the two Siſters Mar- 
tha and Magdalen, and the Handmaid Marcella, 


and many more of both Sexes, who were brought 


thither with Intention to Pray, and detain'd 
there with the Continuance of it. 

Veronica herſelf on every Pentecoſt day after 
this, us'd to burn as it were with Flames of Fire, 
like that of the cloven Tongues. Ir was a Mi- 
racle, yet it ſeem'd not ſo in her; whether it was 
becauſe ſhe was almoſt all Spirit, or becauſe Mi- 
tacles were grown natural to her. But certain 
it is, that when ſhe was reſtor'd to her natural 
State after the aforeſaid Extaſy, and was going 
out of the Church, ſhe _ with Thaddeas who 
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as a Saint reſpected her, and lov'd her as a Friend; 
both with extremity of Affection. Soon as Thad. 
dea {aw her, ſhe ran to embrace her. Veronica 
accepted it, for ſhe anſwer'd her Love with equal 
Affection. Thaddea in embracing her, felt Ve- 
ronicgs Body to be burning hot, and (which is 
more) her own Body too. This was certainly 
occaſion d by Contact; and no leſs certain it is 
that the Flames which the Divine Love was on 
that Day pleas'd to kindle in Veronicas Soul, did 
derive themſelves on her Body; and, from her, 
Thaddea catch'd the happy Contagion. 

Tho' what is before related be much, yet the 
Divine Lover thought it but a little. Like one, 
who to qualify himſelf the better, does not 
only ſet forth what he is, but what he has; ſo 
He diſplay'd to her the moft precious Stores 
and richeſt Jewels of Heaven, either for the repu- 
tat ion of his Power, or elſe to animate her Love; 
for Example 1s a moſt prevailing Incentive. He 
ſhew'd her the Glory of two Saints, who are ce- 
lebrated by the Church under the Denomination 
of the Greater Saints, 

On the firſt of May, as Veronica was aſſiſting 
at Maſs, an Extaſy committed a Theft upon 
Mortals here below, and made a Reftitution to 
Heaven above, in the Perſon of Veronica. She 
there ſaw the Courtiers of the Heavenly Feruſa- 
tem, decently diſtinguiſh'd into their Choirs, 
following two venerable Perſonages, whoſe rich 
Attire provok'd the Envy of the Stars and the 
Admiration of the Sun. Which Envy and Ad- 
miration was increas'd by the Reſplendency of the 
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Crowns they wore on their Heads; in nothing 


unequal to their other Ornaments, but ſuperior 
to them, becauſe ſurmounting them. In ſhort, 
the Glory and Majeſty of theſe two Captains of 
the Hoſt was greater than even Hyperbole can 
paint. 


fus'd agreeable Odours all around. In the midſt 
of the Proceſſion were other Angels, who with 
ſprightly Muſick did alike ſuſpend the Judgment 
as well as Senſes. Behind fellowed in Order an 
innumerable Company of Angels. Next to them 
the Holy Apoſtles, and then the Martyrs, a nume- 


rous Body. After theſe the Popes, Arch- Biſhops, 


and Biſhops, and lower thoſe who were only 
Prieſts: And laſtly the Saints of other Degree. 


All habited in Veſts that were flower'd with Gold, 


and ſeeded with precious Stones. No leſs Coſtly- 
neſs and Art did their Diadems boaſt, which on 


all Sides ejaculated their xeſtleſs Brilliance. So 


well concerted a Diverſity yielded a charming 
Proſpect, which can be compar'd to nothing but 
it ſelf. In ſhort, 'twas ſuch a ſpectacle of Glory 
as far exceeds the utmoſt ſtretch of the moſt ſub- 


lime created Thought. 


2 « 


The Angel told Veronica, that the Leaders of 


that bright celeſtial Army were St. PHI, and 


St. James; and then proceeded in telling her who 
the reſt were, one by one. After this ſhe ſaw 
the Majeſty of the Immortal God fitting in a 
Throne of the moſt admirable Luſtre, which 
flaſh'd forth Rays of a well proportion d Make. 


12 1 


On each fide of theſe two Grandees march'd 
two Angels, who from two Cenſers of Gold dif- 
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'The Saints coming up to the Throne, ador'd 
him that ſate thereon with all due Reſpectfulneſs. 
The Supreme Majeſty, with a benevolent Serene- 
neſs and a Countenance gravely chearful, caſt his 
Eyes upon 'em all; and Jiberally pour'd forth his 
Benedictions. After this, St. Philip and St. James 
ſeated themſelves on a lofty 'Throne, which 
ſeem'd to be fabricated with i Lk but Efful- 
gency. The reſt of the Saints worſhip'd them 

from their ſeveral Stalls, which to . 8 

thinking were diſpos'd by a Miracle in the Hall 

of this Paradiſe. And now Veronica return'd to 

her corporeal Functions, which are agreat Incun:- 

brarce, and a mere dead Weight to one 1n Glory. 
On the Day for celebrating the Invention 


or Finding of the Croſs, Veronica went again to 


Heaven. She related, that ſhe ſaw adjoyning to 


the Divine Judge ment- Seat an Apartment whoſe 


Tapeſtry and Hangings were the elegancies of 
Light it ſelf, exquiſitely ſparkling and well- 


vary d. In the middle thereof f it ſelf up on 


tia a well-proportion'd lofty Croſs, form'd of 


Maſſy Gold, without Allay, and enamel'd. with 


the moft valuable Jewels, the leaſt whereof was 
as large as a Man's Hand. The Splendor of this 


Machine Veronica ſaid 'twas impoſſible for 


Words to deſcribe, or Heart to concieve. 
Accompany'd with a numerous Band of Holy 


Virgins and St. Magdalen, came the Queen of 
Virgius and Mother It all Purity, the moſt Holy 


| #4ary, to pay her Adorations to the Croſs. hs 


_ arrive, the kneeld down before the Holy 
Croſs, which Veronica laid did make a ſort of 
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a Motior and bowed it ſelf down, either that 
our Lady might the more eaſily kiſs it, or 
elſe with a deſign of worſhipping our Lady 
it ſelf. Be it as it will, it did actually ſtoop fo 
low that the- moſt Holy Virgin cou'd put her 
pure Mouth, firſt to the Place where Chrift's 
right Hand was nail'd, then to that where his left 
Hand was nail'd, afterwards to the middle where 
his Head had touch'd. Then ſhe kiſs'd the Place 
whereabouts his Side had been pierc'd: And laſt 
of all with no leſs Affection ſhe ador'd the Place 
where his Feet had been faſten'd, diſcovering 
throughout the whole, ſymptoms of great De- 
light and Pleaſure. The ſame did St. Magdalen. 
Next came the Redeemer between the two 
Saints, John the Baptiſt, and John the Evange- 
liſt ʒand reverenced the Holy Croſs in the very ſame 
manner as is already related. When Chriſt aud our 
Lady had taken their particular Seats; Alt the 
Citizens of Glory with the ſame Ceremony ador d 
the Croſs; beginning with the Holy Virgins, 
who coming up two and two, and with a native 
Modeſty bowing their Heads, ſignify'd their Ve- 
nerat ion by their Reſpectfullneſs. Whilſt this 
was doing: two Angels ſtood by wafting their 
Cenſers. After this, each of them repairing o 
her proper Manſion, Veronica return'd to Earth. 
On the day when Holy Church celebrates the 
Sanity of Monica, whoſe Tears uſhered in that 
rifing Sun St. Auſtin, at one time born to the 
World; at another to Heaven, always to the 
Church; Veronica travell'd thro? all the Pala- 
ces of Heaven: whether ſhe deem'd them to be 
5 More 


yo —» The LITE of the 
more. hers on that day, or whether ſhe thought 
all the Palaces of Heaven too fmall a task to tra- 
vel thro' on ſuch a day. She faw the glorious In- 
mates of the celeſtial Court richly accouter'd, 
following the like Proceſſion as we read in the 
beginning of this Chapter was had for St. Philip 
and St. James: With this Difference, that as 
in the former thoſe two Apoſt les held the firſt 
Place, being the Authors of the Feſtival; ſo in 
this latter the firſt Place was filled by St. Moni. 
ca, and the great Auguſin her Son (for with- 
out him ſhe wou'd have thought it no Glory) 
as being the Occaſion of the Solemnity. Their 
Habits were of Glory, becauſe they were the 
Habits of Immortality. 

And becauſe Repetitions are nauſeating, let it 
be ſaid once for all, That Veronica ſaw the ſame 
Pomp and Preparation in the Feſtivals of the other 
Saints, which for the ſpace of a Year ſhe beheld, 
and which we ſhall hereafter relate. Only with 
the Difference above noted, vis. that the Saints 
then in Celebration were on that day at the head 
of the Proceſſion. Thus it was in the Converſion 
of the great Auguſtin ſome ſhort time afterwards, 
viz. Auguſtin and St. Ambroſe led the Way, be- 
cauſe in that Converſion St. Ambroſe was the 
moſt effectual Inſtrument of God's Omnipotence. 
Nor was it in Place alone that they were chief, 
but in Luſtre and Refplendency of Glory. In 
the Feſtival of St. Bernard, in the Inſtitution of 
the Minims, the Captains of the Proceſſion 
were St. Bernard and St. Francis. Then follow'd 
St. Lewis King of Sicily, St. Anthony of . 

t. 
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St. Lewis Kang of France, the moſt Excellent 
Doctor St. Bonaventura. And tho' throughout 
the whole Year that Veronica ſaw all this, ſhe en- 
joy'd the Happineſs of ſeeing every thing minute- 
ly; yet it will be better for the Reader to ſup. 
poſe the ſame Pompouſneſs in all of them, 
than for us to crowd every Page with the 
ſame thing over and over again. We ſhall how- 
2 take notice of whatever is remarkably Sin- 
ular. | 
r The day on which the Church ſolemnizes the 
Body of God, ( Corpus Chriſti day) the Angel 
warn'd FYeronica in theſe Words: Know, Child, 
that the feſtival of this day has ſo ſingular a 
Preheminence over other. days, that Mortals 
ought to celebrate it with the greateſt Devotion 
poſſible: In reſpect of the Reverence due to the 
Majeſly of the moſt holy Sacrament of the Bu- 
chariſt. As you will ſee the Solemnization there- 
of by the Church Triumphant, All the Hierar- 


chies of the Angelic Spirits, Thrones, Domini- 


ons, Principalities, Powers, Cherubim, Sera- 
phim, habited alternately, ſome in White, o- 


thers in Scarlet, perhaps in Imitation of the 


Majeſty there preſent before them. They ſtood 
round a mighty Throne on which was the Son 
of God. Numberleſs were thoſe who ply'd with 
their Cenſers, and no fewer thoſe who with their 
continual and delightful Muſick made the Hea- 


vens reſaund. 
Next to theſe, and before the Angels and 


Archangels, between Martha, and Magdalen, 
came the Queen of Heaven, the moſt Holy 
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Mary, accompany d by the Holy Apoſtles, Patri. 


archs, Prophets and all the reſt of the Saints. She 
thrice inclin'd her Body, and ador'd the Son of 
God and of herſelf. Chriſt accepted the Honour, 


and repaid it with a greater when his Mother aroſe. 


For ſhe ſtraightway aſcending the Throne where- 
on her Son was, he gave her the Right · hand 
Seat. And tho', as Veronica obſerv'd, in all 
Places where Chriſt and the Baptiſt met, Chriſt 
gave the Right-hand to the Baptiſt, as now 
he did to his Mother; yet when our Lady ap- 
pear d, the Baptiſt inſtantly quitted it to the Vir- 
gin. Near to our Lady were ſeated Martha and 
Magdalen. After the whole celeſtial Court had 
worſhip'd the immortal Majeſty, all the Angels 
form'd themſelves into a Ring, and the other 


Saints withdrew, till at laſt there remain d no- 


thing but that beautiful and joy ful Circle of In- 
telligencies, thoſe inflam'd Spirits: The moſt 


Holy Mother ſtraightway aroſe, made three Ado- 


rations and went awzy, acompany'd with all the 
Grandees pf that Court. Veronica took Notice, 
that the moſt Holy Virgin as ſhe retir'd ſtill kept 
her Eye on our Lord; not only out of Reſpect, 
but becauſe the Glories of his Divine Face were 
ſuch, that ſhe could not take her Eyes off him. 
Here Veronicas Extaſy was at an end; perhaps 
becauſe the act of this Viſion requir'd no more 
time. | Bo 

Veronica, in another Extaſy, ſaw the Feaſt of 
the two Princes of the Church, St. Peter and St. 
Paul. The Apparel of theſe Holy Apoſtles was 
throughout White, and ſent forth Rays as of 


__ Gold, | 
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Gold, inexpreſſibly glorious. The Roman Prince 
Peter carry'd in his Hand a Palm and the Keys, 


dreſt in his Pontificalibus. The Prince of Do- 


ctors, Paul, had a Sword of Gold, and a Palm, 
and ſome Lillies. Both of them with a Majeſtic 
Pace made towards the Throne of God, to pay 
their Adorations. Which done, the other Saints 
came forwards, following their Example, which 
tho' powerful as they were Fathers, was more 
ſo as they were Princes. | 

Three times did Veronica enter into Heaven 
on that Feaſt of our Lady to which the Church 
has given the Title of q ne. The firſt Rapture 
was ſpent in the Angel's carrying her to the Place 
where the Accident of the Snow happened. There 
Heronica faw a Mountain cover'd with Snow ; 
and on it our Lady gloriouſly encompaſs d abour 
by Celeſtial Spirits, the happy Miniſters of ſo 
great a Queen. The Angel ſaid to Veronica, 
This Place was cover'd with Snow at the com- 
mand of the Queen of Heaven, She was pleas'd 
that at ſo unlikely a Seaſon Snow fo, fall 


from Heaven, and cover this particular [pot of 


Ground. The intent of this Miracle was 10 ſa- 
zisfy the deſires of a certain Man whoſe N:me 
was John, the Jon of a Roman Senator, to the 
end that he might here Found a Church in Honour 
aud Veneration of the Mother of God, Scarce 
had the Angel ſaid this when Feronica admir'd 
to ſte herſelf in the Temple, and no leſs admir'd 
at the Magnificence thereof. Her Guide told her 
that That was the Temple which was bill cut 
of Devotion as aforeſaid. _ 
L. n 
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In her ſecond Rapture ſhe ſaw certain mighty 


things done for the ſervice of the Queen of An- 
gels, but ſhe did not declare what; perhaps out 
of Modeſty ; but I am apt to think ſhe was en- 
joynd Silence. 
In the third Extaſy Veronica ſaw the glorious 
Inſtitutor of Preachers, and Maſter of the Catho- 
lick Pulpit, the mighty Patriarch St. Dominick. 
His Habit was a Sun; nor is it to be wonder'd 
at, ſince when he was young in his Cradle his 
Swadling-Cloaths were a * Star. With the ſame 
ſhining Glories his Companion declar'd himſelf 
his Companion. He was of the ſame Inſtitution, 
and drank the reſplendency of Life in the Foun- 
tain of the Original of the Father, as became 
ſuch a Son to do. He was follow'd by many Ar- 
gels, perhaps to ſecure the ſtability of the Stars, 
which having ſo ſteadfaſt a Pattern, had no cauſe 
to fear any thing of Ruin. Next came the plen- 
tiful and moſt happy Fecundity of that great 
Father, inſtanc'd in Thouſands and Thouſands of 
Saints, and repeated in a large number of Holy 
Nuns who follow'd the Saints of the other Sex. 
They came forwards in decent Order, and having 
in the firſt place worſhip'd the Supreme Father, 
they did the like to their particular Father the 
Patriarch St. Dominick, with the ſame Pomp and 
Solemnity as we have related of the reſt. 
The day on which the Queenof Angels aſcended 
to be Crown'd with Glory, Yeronica, in a Rap- 
ture, ſaw that moſtpure Mother as it were looting 


— 


— 


* The Popiſh Writers have recorded of St. Dominick, that when he was 
battiz'd his Grandmother (tho' no body elſe ſaw it,) did ſee a Star that en- 
lighten d all the World. her 


Body: But in a very ſhort ſpace of Time, ſhe 
aw her rais'd up again. So ſoon as ſhe returned 
© ll to give living Glory to the World, ſhe was car- 
ud upwards by Angels to give a greater to the 
Heavens. She was all over habited in pureſt 
„Cold, ſo beamy it out-ſhone the Sun, and ſur- 
. patſed the Capacity of humane Thought to con- 


q ive. Before ſhe arriv'd at the Throne of her 
Glory, ſhe was carry'd thro? the midſt of Purga- 
C tary ; but ſhe was not at all detain'd there, be- 
ie auſe ſhe ow'd them nothing. She was fo far 
from feeling the Pains of Purgatory, that thoſe 


. miſerable Souls that were in it were for a time 
e Nelievd therefrom by the ſweetneſs of her Pre- 
„ ſence. From hence paſſing to the Supreme Hea- 
Jens, ſhe was met by the Monarch of the whole 
(: Creation, our Lord Chriſt, accompany'd by 
4 the whole Court of the triumphant Jeruſalem, 


a Pvith Songs and other Tokens of Jubilee. At- 
„H Jer our Lady and Chriſt had by moſt affectionate 
|} Embracings teſtify'd their Joy to ſee themſelves 
In their own Country and Empire, the King of 

Glory Chriſt Jeſus crown'd his Mother the Queen 
8 of Angels with two Crowns, and ſeated her on 
be [every high Throne. At a ſmall Diſtance from 
their crown'd Lady, ſate Martha and Magdalen, 

dt. Anne, and others. They were all ſurrounded by 
Ju immenſe Number of Angels, ineffably Glorious. 

. Veronica return d to Earth, to be eſpous'd, in 
the Sacrament of the Altar, to him who becauſe 
'B he was more worth than a thouſand choſen Spou- 
les, ſhe had a thouſand times choſen for her Spouſe. 
: EEE, While 
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While ſhe was following the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, ſhe again found herſelf entranc'd and car- 
ry'd to Purgatory. She ſaw a Man whoſe Form 
and Aſpect look'd altogether Divine. His Dreſs 
was accordingly. He was follow'd by a great 
multitude of Angels. But as for his Name, Ve. 
ronica cou'd never learn it; ſhe however enter d 
into Purgatory with the Multitude. 

Veronica ſaid, that ſo many Souls were imme- 
diately preſented to this Divine Perſon, as wou d 
more than fill half the City of Milan. Each of 
them was conducted by that Angel which in 
Life had been his Guardian Angel. When theſe 
Souls firſt came out of the Fire of Purgatory, 
they look'd as it were ſing'd and ſcorch'd. But 
they preſentiy clear'd up and became white as 
driven Snow. - Being crown'd with Garlands of 
green Leaves, the Angels preſented them beforc 
the Tribunal of the Supreme and only true Ju- 
{tice, who, cer the Deed be done, ſees the Merit 
and determines the Reward. They all took off 
their Crowns or Garlands, and laid them at the 
foot of the Throne. The Author of Life with 
a ſerene Mildneſs in his Eyes gave them his Bene- 
diction ; then taking up their Offerings, he pre- 
ſented them to his moſt pious Mother. This is 
what Veronica ſaw for this Time. She was fo 
Twallow'dupin Delight, that her Soul cou'd hard- 
ly be contain'd in her Body; either becauſe the 

wretched earthly Body is no adequate ſubject for 
ſuch an Intercourſe, or becauſe ſo great a favour 
from Heaven deſpiſes the narrowneſs of ſuch 3 
Friſor-lixe Place. She particularly n 

the 
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the delights of her Spirit in the Extaſies of this 


day. But above all, ſhe extoll'd that part of 
them which ſhe felt 1n ſeeing thoſe happy Souls 


depart from the pains of Purgatory, and go up to 
be crown'd with the Recompence of their Merits: 

The Great Patriarch St. Auguſtin appear d on 
this day to his Darling Veronica in his Pontifica- 
libus. He look d like a burning Light caſting 
forth Rays of unſufferable Brightneſs : Nor was 
it a new thing that he ſhou'd be a burning Light, 


who when on Earth was a flaming fire of Love : 


And leſs ſtrange to ſee him all over enrich'd in 
Rays, who was a Ray to all. His Garment was 


 Flame-colour'd, an Emblem of his Heart, there- 


by to teach his Daughter to let her outward 
Actions correſpond in Colour with that of her 
Mind. 

He came between thoſe two Sons of his, St. 
Nicholas de Tolentino, and William de Aquitain, 
habited in Sacerdotal Robes, and wearing rich 


Crowns on their Heads. 
They were followed, firſt by a great Multi. 
- tude of Religious Hermits: Then came the Re- 


gular Canons: Theſe were all in White. Then 
came an infinite Number of other Religious, va» 
riouſly habited, according to the Diverſity of 
their Profeſſion, under the Rule of St. Augnu//in. 
To theſe Religious ſucceededa multitude of Nuns; 
among them, a great number of the ſame Inſti- 
tution Veronica was of. Theſe, {aid the Angel 


to her, are the Nuns of thy Religion and Con- 


vent. That is Siſter Macalina de Arimino. Thar 
other is ſhe who gave you the Habit, when ſhe 
„ Dag 
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War Abbeſs, her Name is Macalina 700: She 


that comes next is Siſter Margarita; and ſhe who 
you ſee there with a Palm in her Hand, a badge 


of Martyrdom, is Sifter Juſtina. And thus the 


Angel went on telling her the Names of ſeveral 
others. But Veronica preſently knew two of 
them who had been Abbeſſes of her Convent, 


and went to Heaven in her Preſence, Theſe two, 
with a ſmiling Aſpect, welcom'd Veronica. 


* Veronica obſervd that ſome of the Nuns were 
clad in more reſplendent Habits than other ſome. 


This ſhe underſtood was to diſtinguiſh the Merit 


of each; who according as they had deſpis'd 


earthly Glory, did now enjoy a greater or leſs 


Portion of the Heavenly. Beſides theſe ſhe ſaw 


ſeveral other Nuns, ſome habited in black, ſome 
in white. This Rapture laſted ſeven Hours; a 
long while humanely ſpeaking, but if we conſi- 
der the prodigious Magnificence with which this 
Feaſt was celebrated in Heaven, it will ſeema_ 


very ſhort ſpace for ſuch a Performance. 


This mighty Father of the greateſt Sons of 


the Church appear'd once more to his Veronica. 
In the Vear 1487, that glorious Sun St. Au- 
guſtin enter'd into the humble Manſions of Ve- 
ronica: So that by this Conjunction we may 


ſay Sol was in the Houſe of Virgo; in order to 
ſhed the influence of Grace upon the World, 


more Light upon Veronica, and more Repu- 


tation upon Auguſtin himſelf, The particular 
day is not known; 'tis likely it held many 


Days. The general belief is, that it was ſoon 
after Veronica had chang'd her Reſolution of 


going 
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going into a Hermitage; for even in her very 
Thoughts ſhe ſhew'd herſelf a worthy Daugh- 
ter of ſuch a Father. He when on Earth 
was for returning to the Deſart, God with- 
held him. Veronica wou'd have done the like, 
Chriſt diverted her. God ſhew'd her, and 
Auguſtin confirm'd to her, that a rolling Stone 
gathers no Moſs: And that ſhe to whom the 
World it ſelf was as it were a Deſart, did even 
in her Cell find a Deſart. The ſwelling waves 
of the World ſignify little to a Heart, that 
like a Rock reſiſts the Rage thereof, a Heart 
that is ſhut up in the Hand of God. Noah 
by being cover'd in by the Hand of God, o- 
vercame the Deluge, and triumph'd over the 
Watry Element. | 
Once, in the dead of Night, Veronica, 
{wallow'd up in Prayer, felt herſelf inflam'd 
with an uncommon Ardour. Auguſtin turn'd 
the Night into Day. The Laws of Nature 
Where awhile exchang'd, in favour of Yero- 
"Rica. Such a Flood of Light came pouring 
into her Cell, that it ſeem'd to contain the 
whole Sun, and ſo indeed it did, for it con- 
tain'd St. Auguſtin. Veronica, at the Sight of 
him, was divided between an humble Fear, 
and an interior Joy. The Saint had ſuch a 
Divine Countenance, that he at once com- 
manded Love and Reſpect. The hoary Ho- 
nours of his Head were crown'd with a Mitre 
of immenſe Value; his Shoulders were cover'd 


with a rich Pontifical Mantle. 
At 
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At firſt Veronica was exceedingly afraid, 


ſeeing ſo ſudden an Inundation of Glory. Her 


Soul by little and little endeavour'd to recon- 
cileitſelftoa belief of what it ſaw ; but Humility 
was a Stumbling-block to her Faith: being al- 
ways backward to believe any thing that did 
not argue her own Unworthineſs. This 
Efflux of Glory retir'd again to Heaven: For 
ſuch high Favours never continue long on 


Earth. Yeronica fetch'd a deep Sigh at their 


Departure, and wept bitterly, and laid the 
Fault upon her Sins, which ſhe charg'd as the 
cauſe of the ſhortneſs of that Celeſtial Viſit, 
and began to be under ſome Perplexity whe- 
ther it might not be an Illuſion of the Devil : 
But then ſhe remember'd that when ſhe went 


to School in Heaven, her Divine Maſter and 


Spouſe had inform'd her of the reaſon of the 
brevity of theſe Favours, and likewiſe how 
ſhe ſhou'd be able to know them from lllu- 
ſions of the Devil. OL 
After Veronica had ſeen the Solemnities of 
all the Saints repeated in orderly Succeſſion, 


according to the ſeveral Days of the Year ap- 


pointed them by the Church, the Saints them- 


| ſelves did likewiſe on their reſpective Days 


throughout the next Year come and confabu- 
late with Veronica; and on ſuch Days wherein 
it happen'd that more than one Saint was ce- 
lebrated, they all came and enjoyed her Con- 
verſation. This Correſpondence began on 
the Birth-day of the great Baptiſt. 
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In the Month of Auguſt ſhe enjoyed a yet 
greater Favour; the Day of St. Zephyrinus 
the Pope and Martyr. After he had by Cele- 
{tial Diſcourſe tranſported Veronica's Soul to 
Heaven, an Angel ſang to her the beſt that 
an Angel could. All theſe Saints were repre. | 
ſented to the corporeal Eyes of Veronica, a- 
dorn'd with their celeſtial Light. 
Thaddea made Oath, that ſhe being the 
Confident of Yeronzca's Secrets, and all that 
Year conſtantly attended by Veronica, on 
Occaſion of a fit of Sickneſs which held her 


ſo long, ſhe was Eye-witneſs of that Efflux of 


Light, and heard the ſound of her Conver- 


ſation with the Saints, but could not diſtinct- 


ly diſcover what it was they ſaid, tho? ſhe 


earneſtly deſired ſo to do. 


* 
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Book III. 

| Containing the Moral Doctrines which Chriſt 
taught Veronica: Her Death and Min 
racles. | EE 


N the Holy Week of the Year of our Lord 
1490, Chriſt was pleas'd to communicate to 


his Favourite Veronica not only Notices of the 
Sublimeſt Nature, but likewiſe Documents there- 


upon: Either to incite her Love the more, or to 


reward her rain. He having ſtole her from her 
+ Senſes, that ſo her whole Soul might be employ- 
ed about the Myſterics; he ſaid to her as fol- 


lows: Thou mayeſt remember, Child, that in the 
laſt Supper which thou ſaweſt me eat with my 
moſt undefil'd Mother ſhe ask'd me the reaſon 
of my Sadneſs, and that I paus d awhile be- 
« fore I anfwer'd her: She ask d me (with the 


© fondneſsof a Mother, and the Reſolution of one 


« who defir'd the Reparation of laps d Mankind) 
not whether I was to Die; for that ſhe very 
« well knew; but the time when; for that ſhe 


© knew not. By my delaying to give an An- 


* ſwer, | meant to Teach, that always before 
« we give an Anſwer to any thing, we ought to 
* confider whether 1t may ſcandalize any body, 


© or make our Neighbour uneaſie, or be at all 
© diſpleating to God. | 


Furthermore, my Child, thou mayeſt remem- 
ber, that upon the aforeſaid Occaſion, when 
a 1 
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© my moſt Holy Mother came to know the time 
© of my Death, ſhe ſunk down to the Earth in a 
© Swoon. And when afterwards ſhe was reco- 
* ver'd out of it, ſhe ſaid, | My Son, Of all or- 
rows, this is the ſharpeſt, and cuts deepeſt into 
my Soul). © You muſt know, that this ought to 
© be the manner of Men's feeling and bewailing 
© their Sins. Penitence ought to pierce their 
* Soul, as the Sword does the Body. And tho' 
* no Sorrow can compare with that of my moſt 
Holy Mother; yet the Sorrow of a Sinner for 
* his Sins, is that which comes neareſt it. My 
Mother's Fainting away, and being ſo exceed- 
ingly diſturb'd, teaches that in like manner a 
Sinner being fallen into a Mortal Sin, and con- 
* ſequently beipg Dead Spiritually, it is neceſſa- 
ry, that before he returns to the Spiritual Life, 
* his Corporeal Sepſations be ſubdu'd and mort:- 
* fy*d: And this to continue for ſome time. Be 
aſſur'd, this kind of Penitential Sorrow is very 
* pleaſing to me. | | 
© You may alſo remember, my Child, that in 
© the ſame Hour Magdalen came in, weeping 
and wailing bitterly upon account of my Paſſ.- 
* on which I had foretold to her. Her Shriek- 
* ings and Sobbings proceeded from the mighty 
Love ſhe bore towards me. From hence may 
* be learn'd that I defire to be mightily lov'd by 
* Mortals. But becauſe on the one hand, it may 
be faid, that her Love for me had been of no 
very Ancient Date, and that without any La- 
© bour of hers I put her in the way of Salvati- 
on, therefore, on the other hand, I muſt tell 
Ry #2. Wh 3 ye, 
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ye, that her Siſter Martha, who ſuffer'd much 


in reſpect of Magdalen, did likewiſe merit that 
Favour from the Divine Hand: To ſhew that 
Men muſt go thro' great Difficulties and Toil 
before they ſhall obtain Favours from the Holy 
Ghoſt. Many wou d fain enjoy the Fruits of Pa- 
radiſe; but when they meet with any Troy- 
ble, they cool, and grow remiſs, and ſo loſe 


their Expectations. 


And now, my Child, I will let thee know 


what Doctrine I intended to inculcate when 


I beg'd my Mother's Bleſſing on my Knees, I 
thereby ſhew'd the Reſpe& and Veneration 


which Mortals ought to avs for their Parents, 
whether Temporal or Spiritual. And where- 


as you ſaw my moſt Holy Mother ask my Bleſ- 
ſing likewiſe, that was to ſet a fingular Exam- 
ple of Humility to ſuch as wall attend to it. 


And when ſhe ſaid that in the ſame Hour ſhe 


felt a black Cloud come over her Senſes, it 
pointed out the State and Condition of a Sin- 
ner, who knowing his Sin does yet add Sin to 
Sin. And by Magaalen's following me fo cloſe 
behind, is Ty pified, that a Sinner ought to fol- 
low and ſ.ek me out, that ſo his. Cries may 
find the Bowels of my Mercy. And in like 


manner, as Magdalen perſiſted Deg in beſeech - 


ing me, fo ought a Penitent with his Prayers 
to per ſiſt much in ſupplicating me. 

told my moſt Holy Mother, for her Conſo- 
lat ion, that I ſhould Riſe again in a very ſhort 
me: By this, Sinners are taught toriſe again, 


in a very ſhort ſpace, from their deadly Sins, 


to 
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to aLife of Grace. And as my moſt Pious 
Mother, in diſcourſe with Magdalen, con- 
cerning my Reſurrection, was ask'd what 
wou'd happen and fall out — Three 
Days that I cou'd not riſe: So ought thoſe 
who are immerſt in their Sins, to premedi- 
tate what may befall them, if ſudden Death, 
or the like, ſhould come upon them, and 
take 'em unawares. 1 

I likewiſe foretold my Death to my Diſci- 
ples, at which News they were mightily 


troubled in Heart, as they themſelves con- 


feſſed; By this a Penitent ought to learn to 
declare all his Sins to his Confeſſor, even 
ſuch Sins which give him the greateſt Un- 
eaſineſs of Mind, in like manner as the A- 
poſtles teſtify'd the Grief which fate upon 
their Minds. =» | . 

« They who came to lay Hands on me, 
look'd for me in the Garden; I my ſelf 
went out to meet them, and told them, 
that I was the Perſon they ſought for. Let 
this be an Inſtruction to thoſe who are laden 
with Sin, to declare to their Confeſſor e- 
ven their moſt minute Fault. They may 
conceal any thing from their Confeſſor, bur 
from me they can conceal nothing. They 
ought to come to Confeſſion with a true Pe- 
nitential Sorrow, a Contrition of Heart, 
and a fix'd Reſolution to depart from their 
Sins. But to confeſs with their Mouths, 
and preſerve an Affection for Vice in their 


« Breaſts, is a Confeſſion which very much 


« offends 
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offends me : *Tis running into anew Crime, 
becauſe it is an Abuſe of the Sacrament. 
You obſerve, Child, with what Fury the 
Fews dragg'd me down the Pretipice of 


that Mountain; inſomuch that my Feet 


were all over Blood with the ſharp Flint 


Stones. I would have thoſe who ſo eager- 


ly follow their Vices bethink themſelves of 


this Paſſage of mine, and ſay in their Heart, 


O miſerable Wretch that I am! I run with 
theſe Feet in a Path that is offenſive ta the 


Sox of God, and the Son of God tore his Peet 


to bring me out of this Path. Let them 


think well of this, and preſently N to a 


Confeſſor for Relief. 


Vou know, Child, that when they bound | 
me to the Pillar, Job ran in all haſte to in- 


form my moſt holy Mother of the Condition 
was in. He went to the Houſe where were 


my Mother and Magdalen, upon which they 
ask d John where he had left his Maſter, to 
which 7h could make no other Anſwer 
than a flood of Tears, for Grief had de- 
prived him of Speech. _ This incident of 
Fobn teaches Mankind how much rhey 
ought to be troubled when they think of 
my Paſſion. I know very well, that no one 
can attain to that Senſe of my Paſſion as 
Fohn and Magdalen had thereof. But nei- 
ther had They attained to ſo deep a Senſe of 
it, if J had not, (thro? my eſpecial-Mercy,) 
granted it to them. I would have every 


Humane Creature be careful and diligent to 
en 
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« callto mind my Paſſion, and to be afflicted 
thereat, becauſe they ſnew their Love by 
compaſſionating my Sufferings. Nay, if 
they ſhed but one ſmall Tear, let them de- 
pend upon it, I ſhall eſteem greatly thereof. 
They know not what delight a ſingle Tear 
gives me, and how beneficial it 1s to them- 
ſelves. 
gut thou may*'{t likewiſe remember, Child, 
that when John carried my Mother the News 
of my being taken and bound, he told her, 
that if ſhe had a mind to ſee me, ſhe muſt 
make very great haſte. By this very great 

haſte, I would have Men learn, that when 
they know they have commicted any Sin, 
they would incontinently fly to the Sacra- 
ment of Penance, or at leaſt put themſelves 
into a State of Contrition, with a Reſoluti- 
on to go and confeſs themſelves with all 
poſlible ſpeed. And upon my Mother's tel- 
ling 7ohn that they would both of them in- 
ſtantly go to Jeruſalem, I would inculcate 
this Doctrine, that all Sinners ſhould learn 
to. depart forthwith from Sin. Furthermore, 
when my Mother enter'd the City, and ſpi- 
ed a Light in a certain Houſe, (for it was 
in the Night-time) ſhe went into that Houſe, 
and found a Man at Work hewing s 
great piece of Timber. She ask'd him, If 
he knew were her Son was; to which the 
Man anſwer'd, That he knew not who her 

Son was, but that all he knew was, eo 
was a Man taken up, who was calPd\7e/#s 
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© of Nazareth, who was to be nail'd to that 
s Wood the next Day; then my moſt Pious 
Mother lifting up her Voice ſaid, O thou 
« Croſs, what Pain is my Son to ſuffer upon 
© thee! O thou Croſs, how many Deaths wilt 
© thou give unto my Son! But the Words of my 
c afflicted Mother were interrupted with ſuch 
e Sighings and Sobbings, that for ſome time 
© ſhe could utter nothing further. After- 
© wards embracing Magdalen, ſhe ſaid to her, 
© See, O Magdalen, /ee the Croſ5 that is pre- 
* pared for thy Maſter aud my Son. | 
„When 1 went forth from the Palace of 
| £ P;late, thou knoweſt, Child, how outra- 
£ geouſly the Fews hurried me away, I was 
| © a Laughing-Stock to the People, and a 
common Mark of Deriſion. Even my own 
Mother, when ſhe ſaw me, did not know 
© me to be her Son. And, being deſirous to 
© get information from Magdalen, ſhe ask'd 
her whether ſhe knew me to be ſo. The 
Uſe I would make of this Circumſtance is, 
that thoſe who know not me among Men I 
* likewiſe will not know at the laſt Day. A- 
gain, when my moſt Holy Mother deſir'd 
John, that ſince ſhe could not get to the 
© Speech of me by reaſon of the great Con- 
* courſe of People, he would lead her through 
© ſome other Street, that ſhe might meet 
with me: By this I intimate, that he wha has 
£ — Mortal Sin upon him, can never come 
© at Me. | 
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And whereas when I ſaw my Virgin 


Mother, my Sorrows inſtantly receiv'd a 
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grievous Addition; I would infer, that they 
'who in Confeſſion conceal any Sin, and re- 
ceive the Sacrament of my Body un» crthi- 
ly, may indeed concea] their Sins from 
Men, but cannot from God, and th-y !!). -- 
wiſe add Sin to Sin, and are ſo far ro; 
reaping any Fruit therefrom, that th-y con - 
demn themfelves afreſh. Furthermore, witch 
my afflicted Mother ſaw me aſcend Mun 
Calvary, with ſo burthenſome a Croſs upon 
my Shoulders, ſhe ſaid, O my Jon, how can 
thy weak Body go up ſo rough /o ſteep 2 
Mountain, with ſo great 4 iy eight! This 
Mode of Speech holds forth a Doctrine to 
thofe who go on in any Mortal Sin: they 
ought to conſider how great a Slavery they 
are under, and how great a Burthen they 
bear, and then with an unfeign'd Sorrow 
fay, Wretch that 1 am, miſerable Wretch, 
what a Path have I to go to ſee the Face of 
my Creator? But do not forget, Child, that 
they conſtrained Simon of Cyrene to help me 
to bear the Croſs, that they might bring me 


the ſooner to that ſhameful Death, which they 


intended to infli& upon me, and did inflict 
upon me. By this 1 would inculcate, that 


* they who die in Sin, are not to expect my 
Mercy after Death; ſuch Obſtinacy ſhuts all 
© Doors againſt them. 


< [ aſcended the Mountain in the fight of 


my moſt loving my who ſtood at ſome 


£ diſtance 
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© diſtance, like a poor ordinary Woman. The. v 
«< Impious, Tyrannical Soldiers, were buſied ii. x; 
< in the Preparations of my Death; here my, bi 
© afflicted Mother broke out into new Rivers, zu 
of Tears, and ſaid, Alas, a black Cloud comes. 
* croſs my Heart. who will deliver me from th 
< this Darkneſs? In this Obſcurity | repreſent- T 
ed to her the Darkneſs with which every x. 
« Sinner is involved, which is fo very thick th 
© that Words cannot expreſs it. 

And now was my laſt Hour come. I re- 
commended John to my moſt Holy Mother, 1 
to be as a Son to her, and ſhe accordingly fe 
accepted of him. And he continually obey-W .. 
ed and ſerved her as a Mother. Hereby let the & 
Great ones of the World learn to be help- I 5, 
ful and friendly to their Inferiors, for tho A 
my moſt Holy Mother knew that ſhe was Nen. 
the Lady and Queen of Heaven, yet was 
ſhe obedient and ſubject to the Will of 7%u. i; 
My Body was hanging upon the Croſs (con- 
tinued the Supreme Lecturer) and my Spi- 
rit was given up to the Eternal Father ; 
when the Soldiers were poſſeſs'd with a new 
and unaccountableMadneſs,and among them 
one Longinus ran his Spear into my dead 
Body. My Blood ran down his Lance to 
his Hand, with his Hand he touched his 
Eyes, and received Sight; I mean a Ghoſt- 
ly Sight. hus thou ſeeſt that tho' I could 
have ſeverely chaſtiſed his Crime, yet I made 
no other return but to do him good. To 
his Eyes J gave Sight, and to his Soul LS 
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ie, With this liberal Act of Mercy I give Man- 
kind an Example, not only to pardon Evil, 
but likewiſe to befriend thoſe who have in- 
jured them. 
My moſt Holy Mother, departing from 
the Place of Burial, repeated her Sighs and 


had been buried in the Grave. So ought 
they who wander out of the Path of Salva- 
tion, to weep and to mourn: they who go 
on 1n their Sins, let them lament from their 
Hearts, let them weep when under Con- 
ly feſſion, and let them ſay theſe Words: How 
"i can he live who keeps the Life of Divine 
Sf Grace buried beneath the hard Stane of his 
Sins? Thus far Chriſt. 

An Angel meeting with Veronica in Hea- 
a5 Fen, declared to her the ſecret Meanings of 
4 She various Colours of Chriſt's Habits, as like- 
4. Fiſe of the Saints, concluding with theſe 
- Fords, But remember, Child, above all 
things, that the Pyſteries of our Savfour*s 
Paſſion were manifeſted to thee eraftly as 


they happened tn Jeruſalem. 
Theſe were the Leſſons which the Divine 


OAS .. 


ca; it ſeem'd as if all Heaven ſtrove who 
hould be moſt buſie in inſtructing this Diſci- 
le, that in her they might give the World a 
ompleat Miſtreſs. By their Example they 
wght her how to act, and by the Holy Scrip- 
ire how to ſpeak. Veronica in her Words 
Fas a living Oracle, in her Actions was a 

NZ perfect 
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Tears without Number, as if her own Soul 
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aſter, as likewiſe the Angel, gave to Yero- 
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perfect Picture of God. There only remain- 
ed one Doubt upon her Spirit in theſe Divine 
Leſſons: Whether it proceeded from her 
own Defire of learning more, or whether it 
was a Stratagem of her Maſter that he might 
teach her more; I am apt to think it might 
be the latter, and that our Lord did deſign- 
edly leave room for a Queſtion, becauſe ſuch 
Doubting argued a Deſire of a further Know- 
ledge of the Things of Heaven. 

This whole Year Veronica ſpent in going 
to the School of Heaven, There ſhe ſaw, 
that when our Great Maſter gave that Fxam- 

le of extreme Love in waſhing his Diſciples 
ect, he waſhed them before Supper; ſhe 
had a Doubt upon her as to the Time of do 
ing it. The Scripture ſays, that he waſhed 
their Feet after Supper, and here Veronica ſaw 
him waſh them before Supper, and this Doubt 
diſturbed her mightily, becauſe it look'd as it 
either a Secret was concealed from her, and 
ſo regretted it as a Lover, or elſe that the 
Doctrine was defective, and ſo regretted it as 
a Scholar. She had recourſe to Prayer, an 
Exerciſe which ' ſhe reaped mighty Benefit 
from. On the 26th of September, Anno 140. 
whether it was thro' Envy, or thro? Natura 
Fury, the Devil aſſaulted Veronica in a moſt 
cruel and tyrannical Manner, but our Lorc 
ſoon came to her Aſſiſtance, and carrying he 
Spirit up to Heaven, did miraculouſly reſtore 
Health to her Body. After much Diſcourſe 
together, Veronica laid before him the Doubt 
ſhe had in her Mind: My Lord and my God 
your 
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your Evangeliſts, or your ſelf by their Mouths, 


have taught us, that After your laſt Supper you 
waſhed your Diſtiples Feet, and yet when TI 


| ſaw that Action dene, you waſhed them Betore 


Supper. Now, I can neither doubt what I ſaw 
Fon 1 nor cam 1 doubt what I read in the E van- 
geliſts. | 

To which our Saviour anſwer'd: I confeſ5. 
Child, that when Supper was ended, TI waſhed 
my Diſciples Feet. The Reaſon why I did it 


then was to work upon the Malice of Judas by 


ſo loving and humble an Action, becauſe I left 
him to the Eleftion of his own Will; but be 
continued obſtinate in his Purpoſe, and would 
not be wrought upon. There is beſides this a- 


nother Reaſon for this difference of Time. J 


thereby was minded to inſinuate, that thoſe who 
come to the Banquet of the Divine Euchariſt 
ought firſt to waſh both the inward and outward 
Man, and therefore 1 waſhed their Feet both 
before and after Supper. Before Supper to thy 


| ſeeming, and after Supper in Fact; but I ſee, 
aud not without a great deal of Sorrow, that 
many fit down to this Table unworthily, and 


without having firſt cleanſed themſelves from 
the foulneſs of their Sins, ſo that they eat 
aud drink their own Damnation, at the ſame 


lime that they are ſwallowing the Food of Life. 


T let them go on their own way as 1 did Judas. 
Aud thus, 1think, I have reſolved your Doubt, 
and given a ſufficient Reaſon why 1 changed the 
time of that Action of mine. Veronica heard 
and was ſilent. For ſhe entirely acquieſced 
in whatever ſhe was taught; The 
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The time was now come that theBleffed Spirit 
of Veronica was once for all to be freed from 


the Incumbrance of the mortal Load of Fleſh. 


 ALoad which is very troubleſome to all ; but 
much more ſo to Yeronica, becauſe it frequent- 
Iy hindred her from communing with her 


Spouſe in Glory. She ſaw herſelf in Glory 


every Hour, but ſoon returned again to her 
Body. She was grievouſly afflicted, (as ſhe 
her ſelf confeſs'd,) that ſhe was tied down 
to ſuch Company as diſturbed better Compa- 
ny. To live in what ſhe moſt abhorred, and 
be forced to leave from time to time what 
ſhe moſt delighted in, in order to return unto 
her loathſome Priſon: What Anguiſh, what 


Pangs did it not give her, and what Deſires 


did it not excite in her to get rid of it! To 
ſee herſelf upon the Point of going to enjoy to 
all Eternity the kind Careſſes of a Spouſe, for 
whom ſhe always ardently ſighed, for whom ſne 
died for Love, it is certain it infuſed ſuch a 
Joy into her, as was enough to burſt open the 
Priſon of her mortal Body. If Deſire encrea- 
ſes with Delay, if likewiſe it encreaſes accord- 
ing to the Excellency and Greatneſs of the 
expected Good, how much mult Veronica's 
Breaſt have been inflam'd after ſne had ſeen 
the many and great Glories of Heaven? 
She was ſeized by a Fever, which being at- 
tended by other Illneſſes encreaſed upon her 
for ſix Months together. She bore it all that 
time as one who prized highly her Afflicti- 


ons, nay, ſhe frequently congratulated — 5 
fel 
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ſelf thereupon, becauſe now ſhe ſaw her 
Spouſe knocking louder at her Gates. The 
* Cheerfulneſs of her Soul would have made 
the Grievouſneſs of her Diſtemper impoſſible 
to be believed, had not the Weakneſs of her 
Body declared itſelf to the By-Standers. The 
Nuns aſſiſted her with all poſſible Care in this 
Extremity, and by their Tears did manifeſt 
their Apprehenſions. Veronica ſubmitted her- 
ſelf to the Medicines that were ad miniſter'd 
to her, not that ſhe deſir'd to continue in 
this Life, but to ſhew her perfect Obedience 
in all Things. But Earthly Remedies were 
of little or no uſe to Veronica, becauſe ſhe 
had been long time accuſtomed to have 
her Medicaments prepared in Heaven, 


If Heaven at this time forbore to admi- 


niſter the ſuitable Remedies, as in times paſt, 
it was becauſe Heaven was not willing Vero 
uica ſnould abide any longer upon Earth. Her 
Fever increaſed, and ſo did the Sorrow of 
her loving Siſters, when they found that all 
Applications were ineffectual. They feared 
they ſhould loſe in Veronica an Example, and 
an Incentive to Virtuous and Godly Perfor- 
mances, and a Pledge which had obliged God 
to take their Houſe under his particular Care. 
Some of the Nuns employ'd themſelves in 
continual Prayers for her Health, while o- 
thers inflicted ſharp Penances upon them- 
{elves, none of them ſparing any Pains which 
they were prompted to by their abundant 
Love of ber. But the Spouſe deferr'd till a- 

„„ nother 
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nother Opportunity to reward the Merit of 


ſo much Solicitude, and the Fervency of ſo 


many Prayers, which in this Caſe he poſtpon'd 


to the Conſideration of his own Particular In- 
tereſt and to the Deſires of Veronica. 

Five Days before Veronica was to depart 
from this Vale of Tears, ſhe ſent for her Con- 
feſſor. If ſo great Purity of Life, if ſuch fre- 
quent Communication with God has where- 
withal to be apprehenſiye in the laſt Moments 
of Life, what has that Sinner to fear, who, 
having all his Life long lived unmindful of 

God, Waits for a Death-bed Repentance? 

The Confeſſor came, and by his Affliction 
teſtified how tenderly he loved and highly 
eſteemed the Merits of this Favourite of Hea- 
ven. She confeſſed herſelf minutely to him, 
and then told him, as a Secret, that five Days 
after that, vg. on Friday, at the Hour of 
Compline, ſhe ſhould give up her Soul to the 
Creator from whom ſhe received it. Four 

Days paſſed, during which every thing was 
done that related to the Miniſtry of the Sa- 


craments ſuitable to the Occaſion; at laſt when 


the Confeſſor came, Veronica ſpoke to him 
with a more chearful Countenance than ever, 
thereby ſhewing what ſhe felt in her Heart. 


After this, the Confeſſor, for ſome Purpoſes 


of his own, deſired Veronica to give him leave 
to depart, but ſhe would not conſent to it, 
and fo the Confeſſor ſtay'd at her Requeſt. 


And now the Compline Bell rang the firſt 


Peal, the Countenance of Veronica began to 


change 
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change its natural Hue, and by its Effects to 
ſhew that the Hour was come in which ſhe 
was to exchange the Light of this Life for 
that of a better. The Nuns flock'd to her, 
and planted themſelves round her humble 
Bed, and kept their Tears in by Force, that 
they might not by their Affliction diſturb the 
Pleaſure of Veronica, who at the ſecond Ring- 
ing of the Bell dropping as it were into a 
gentle Sleep, took flight from that Priſon 
which had been ſo irkſome to her. She ex- 


| pired, or rather the Hour, predicted by her, 


expired. Yeronica's natural Colour was in- 

clining to Swarthy ; ſuch Vicinity to the Sun 
was enough to have ſpoilt any Complection. 
The miraculous Alteration of her Comple- 
ction from a brown to lilly-white three days 
before the dy'd, ſhewed that ſhe aſſumed that 
Colour purely to pleaſe her Spouſe. And 
now the Nuns burſt forth into Tears, which 
being reſtrained broke out with greater Force. 
The wonderful change of her hue which they 
were Kye-witneſſes of was what confoled 
them, as likewiſe what the Confeſſor told 
them, vs. that, five Days before, Veronica 
had foretold to a Minute this Departure of 
hers, which they now ſaw and bewailed: 
that till then he had kept it a Secret in ex- 
pectation of the Iſſue; and that when he aſ- 
ked Veronica leave to depart from her, he 
did it on purpoſe to try her. Adding that they 
ſhould hold in gre! V eneration one who had 
dyed a Saint as the ou lived. Upon — 
| 0 b | tne 
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the Confeſſor withdrew, and left the Nuns 
to take care to prepare things for her 
Burial. And when they waſh'd her Body, 
they found that the ſame extraordinary 
W hiteneis which was on her Face, ſpred all 
over her Body. Some of the Nuns, either 
out of Deyotion or Love, preſerved the Wa- 
ter which had run down that precious Body; 
and they did well, for it being afterwards ap- 


plied in feveral Diſtempers, it never fail'd of 


working an effectual Cure. FN 
They had ſcarce put on her Winding-Sheet, 
and placed her Body on 4 Bier, when from 
the City there flock'd infinite Multitudes of 
People, among whom were ſome of the grea- 


reſt Quality; a Privilege peculiar to Holi- | 


neſs, which lives tho? dead, and which flying 
the World is ſought for by the World, and 
which in the midſt of Self-Contempt my 
with Veneration. 
When ſhe was, according to the uſual hum- 
ble Pomp of the Order, carried to the Church, 
they found it almoſt impoſſible to get thro' 
the Croud, the People ſtriving to touch the 
Body, in order to obtain a Remedy for their 
Diſtempers, or an Increaſe of Grace from her 
Virtues. Others, who cou'd not come near 
enough to touch her, contented themſelves 
with ſeeing that Body which was ſo valuable 
in its Lifetime without ſeeking for Applauſe 
in its Lifetime; in ſhort, there was ſuch ſtrug- 
gling and ſtriving, that they were forced to 
put off the Burial for ſome days. The 2 
ity 
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City of Milan was under the greateſt Afflicti- 


on for the Loſs of her, and were invincibly 


eager to ſee before the was buried Her whom 
they could not obtain to fee when alive. 

At that time the Archbiſhop of the Cathe- 
dral was confined to his Bed by Sickneſs, and 
ſo could not perſonally go. to proſtrate him- 
ſelf at YVeronica's Feet. He commanded his 


; Vicar to perform in his Name, what he was 


hindered from doing himſelf. He likewite 
ordered his Chapter to aſliſt at the Funeral of 
this illuſtrious Nun. There was no need to 
order the Grandees of the City to attend it, 
for they had all reſolved to do it voluntarily. 
The Day of Interment was appointed by the 
Archbiſhop's Order, which was to be after 
the ſpace of five Days from the date of the 
Order. Great Numbers of People every day. 
reſorted thither, and becauſe the Convent 
was obliged to ſhur the Church Doors e- 
very Night, ( which yet they could hardly do, 
by reaſon of the great Numbers of People, ) 
the Gates were crouded every Morning be- 


fore Day-break; and as ſoon as they were 


open, the People all ſtrove who ſhould be the 
firſt happy Perſon that touched the Body ; 
nor was there leſs Dithculty to get out than 
there was to get in. All that time Feronica's 
Body was ſurrounded by kneeling Votaries, 
who paid the ſame Veneratlen and Worſhip 
to her as to Holy Relicks. And now mighty 


Miracles were noiſed abroad, and not without 
Grounds, for her Body had already perfor- 


med 


n 
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med ſeveral. The Evening before the appoin- 
red Day were greater Crouds of People than 
ever. Some would not be ſatisfied without 
worſhipping her ſeveral Times. All were re- 
ſolved at leaſt to worſhip her once. With 
great Violence and Difficulty they at length 
ſhut the Gates, and the Obſequies being cele- 
brated, they buried this holy Body, which by its 
Incorruption and unchangeable Aſpe& bore 
Teſtimony of the Glory of the Soul, which, 
when in it, was ſo happy as to merit fo 
many Favours from Heaven, and laſtly the 
Inheritance of eternal Love, as a Daughter 
and as a Spouſe. This glorious Departure was 
on a Friday in the Evening, the thirteenth of 
January 1497, and of the Order 1107. Alex- 
ander VI. then governing the Church of God 
in his 5th Year. Veronica was 52 Years old, 
and had worn the Habit of a Nun zo. 
Heaven did not content it ſelf with verify- 
ing the Glory of Veronica, by making good 
her Prophecy, by conferring upon her that 
beauteous Complection which afterwards ſpred 
it ſelf all over her Body, as likewiſe by pre- 
ſerving her Body uncorrupted: But reſolv'd 
by other Tokens to make her Glory ſtill more 
certain, And accordingly God wrought o- 
ther Miracles for this his Servant, or rather 
Daughter, a Title with which Chriſt and the 
Angels did always fo lovingly adorn her. 
The Night before the Day on which they 
were to bury her, the defunct Corpſe was at- 
tended (as likewiſe on the other days) by the 
abi Prioreſs 
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Prioreſs and Nuns of the Monaſtry; and this 
laſt Night they had alſo the Company of a 
Lady of Quality of Milan whoſe Name was 
Antonia de Stampis. Their Admiration was 
employed in what was moſt obvious to their 
Eyes; namely the unuſual and amazing Beau- 
ty that appear'd upon the happy Deceas'd, 
and grew more and more every day that 
they kept her unburied. Her Countenance 
look'd fo freſh, that it ſeem'd as if the Snow 
thereof was fprouting into Roſes. Her Hands 
were exceeding fair; nay, the very colour of 
her: Nails was fuch as made her look more 
likea live Body than a dead One. While they 
were taken up in admiring this, Veronica lif- 
ted up her left Arm very high, and then re- 
ſted it upon her Boſom. Some ſhort ſpace 
afterwards ſhe laid it upon her other Arm, 
in the ſame poſture it had been before, vis. 
jn form of a Crofs. All the By-flanders were 
ſeiz d with great Fear, eſpecially the Vigaria 
(dhe- vicar) of the Houſe, who ftood neareſt 
to the Coffin where Veronicas Body lay. But 
they ſhook off their Fear, and took heart 
at what they were told by four Gentlemen of 
very conſiderable Figure. Thefe Gentlemen, 
by a particular Favour, had been allowed to 
continue in the Church without the Wicket, 
and in Conſideration of their Birth, Dignity, 
and approv'd Virtue, the Nuns Grate was 
left open. Thro' this Grate they ſaw the 
Body of Veronica, and that ſhe plainly lifted 

up her Arm in manner before related: And 
| afterwards 
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afterwards theſe Gentlemen publiſht it abroad, 
and bore Teſtimony of this Prodigy; as alſo 


of the Beauty and Complection of the De- 


ceas'd, which they were Eye-witneſles of. 


She likewiſe did other Miracles before her 
Interment, by curing ſeveral People of their 


Diſtempers nam'd at large in the Original. 

Thirty Days after the was buried, the 
Sepulchre of - eronica was open'd, either for 
the Health or Devotion of the Siſter-hood. 
They were all Eye-witneſſes of the Incor- 
ruption of the Body: There not being all 


over it the leaſt ſign of any Alteration from 
what it was when they committed it to 


the Earth. When they firſt open'd the Tomb, 
Siſter Daria, who has been already mention'd 
upon account of a Cure, laid hold of the Op- 


portunity. She had been grievouſly troubled 


with a pain in her Stomach. She comes to 
the Body of Veronica, and taking her by the 
Hand, places it upon her Stomach, with ſo 
good an Effect that ſhe was inſtantly reliev'd, 
and was never more ſenſible of any Pain 
_.; = | 

A certain Man, Brother to a poor Woman, 
was incommoded with a tedious and trouble- 
ſome Indiſpoſition of Body, which was follow'd 
by a greater of the Soul. He could not be per- 
ſwaded by any means to goto Confeſſion. W he- 


ther as a Puniſhment or as a new Addition to his. 
 Hneſs, he likewiſe loſt the entire uſe of his 


Speech. This was a greater Grief to his Siſter 
than any thing elſe cou'd be, leſt he ſhou'd 
: | | go 


) 
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go out of the World without Confeſſion. She 
had recourſe to Veronica, and promis'd her a 
 Wax-Image, if ſhe wou'd at leaſt fo far re- 
ſtore her Brother, as that he might be able 
to confeſs his Sins: And ſtraightway the Sick 
Man recover'd the uſe of his Speech and grew 
perfectly well. Thus this Woman related the 
thing, in praiſe of Veronica. 15059 
On the 19th of January 1507, as Camille 
 Falcam the Son Dominick Falcam, was rea- 
ding Veronicas Life by the Fire- ſide, he hap- 
pened to ſtrike his Hand ſo unluckily upon a 
knife, that it went quite thro' in a moſt incre- 
dible Manner, and came out on the back of 
| his Hand. At the Cries of the Boy the Mo- 
ther ran in, and being extremely affrighted 
at the dangerous Wound of his Hand, ſhe 
fell to laying the Blame upon her Husband. 
The Child drew the Knife out, and after- 
wards removed his Parents Fear, by telling 
them there was no Occaſion for a Surgeon, 
and in ſeven days time he was entirely cured. 
This was look'd upon as a Miracle wrought 
by Veronica For the Child's Father recom- 
mended the Caſe to Veronica as ſoon as ever 
it happened. The Child affirm'd that he felt 
more Pain from his Father's Grief than from 
the Wound itſelf. Every body aſcribed this 
to the Favour of Veronica, upon Account of 
the young Man's Devotion when he was rea- 
ding her Life and Actions. Many other 
Miracles Heaven may have wrought at the 
Interceſſion of this Favourite; but as the 
| | World 
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World is ſolely taken up with attending to its 
own Secular Intereſt, they may have let them 
paſs by unregarded, | | 

But the Nuns of St. Martha being incited 
with theſe few Miracles, as likewiſe for the 
Honour and Credit of their Convent, ſollici- 
ted the Apoſtolic See to grant them leave to 
worſhip her in their Church and other Chap- 
pels, as in fact they do. 


The Pope's Bull for worſhipping Veronica. 


T EO Papa X. dilectis in Chriſto fliabus 
J. Matri © Monialibus Monaſterii Beate 
Martbæ Mediolani Salutem & Apoſtolicam Be- 
nedlictionem. Cum, ficut venerabilis Frater 
Dionyſius, Epiſcopus Maclovienſis, apud Nos 


& Sedem Apoſtolicam pro chariſſimo in Chriſto 


 filio Franciſco Francorum Rege Chriſtianiſſimo 


Orator, Nobis nuper pro parte veſtraexpoſuit : 


Vos - ſumopere cupeatis, quondam Veronicam 
dum in humanis ageret, veſtri Monaſterii moni- 
alem profeſſam, ob ſingularis exemplaris vite 
wirtutes ; jejunia; orationes; vigilias; & 
quam plures alias virtuoſas & Deo gratas & 


acceptas operationes quas adhuc vivens, Gratia 
Divina ſibi aſſiſtente, operabatur. Ita ut pium 

ſit credere eam in Cœlum eſſe relatam: cum ob 
cerebra que ſuis interceſſionibus Dominus noſter 


indie, poſt ipſius obitum, operatur miracula: 
tum ab ſingularem devotionem quam ad eam 
geritts: & ut devotionts fervor accreſtat : S 
bonorum operum ſettatrices indies magis atq; 

—_ magis 
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magis aſſiciamini; ut liceat vobis eam in Ec- 
cleſia & Monaſterio veſtro pro beata colere & 
venerari: ac in Eecleſis & Sacellis weſtris 
8575 imaginem depingi facere. Quare prefatus 

ionyſius Epiſcopus & Orator nos veſtro no- 
mine humiliter ſupplicavit ut huic veſtro tam 
Pio honeſto deſiderio, ſatisfacere, pro noſtri pa- 
| | Haralis Officiz debito, de benignitate apoſtolica, 

dignaremur. Nos igitur ; qui fideles quoſliber : 

præſertim faminii ſexus ſub ſuavis Religi- 
onis jugo Domino famulantur ad devotionem G- 
venerationem ſauctorum © ſanctarum Dei, 
quantum poſſumus libenter excitamus: & ut 
Imitatrices illorum exiſtere valeant: eorum 
| Pizs deſideriis ex maguo devotionis fer vore pro- 
| deuntibus libenter annuimus, hujuſmods ſuppli- 
cationibus inclinats vobis pro veſtri ſpeciali 
conſolatione eandemVeronicam in veſtris Hecle- 
firs © Sacellis ut Beatam venerari & illius 
Imaginem depingi facere ſine incurſu alicujus 
demeriti, vel Tiolurie ſeu Conſcientiæ [cru- 
pulo poſſitis & valeatis auctoritate Apoſtolica, 
tenore preſentium, de apoſtolicæ auttortatis 
Pplenitudine, concedimus pariter & indulgemus : 
Conſtitutionibus & Ordinationibus Apoſtolicis, 
ceteriſque aliis in contrarium facientibus, non 
obſtantibus, quibuſcunque. Per hoc autem non 
intendimus quod Catalogo Sanctorum adſeripta 
fit, donec ad illus Canontzationem actualiter 
proceſſum fuerit. Data Rome apud Sanctum 
Petrum ſub Annulo Piſcatoris ate quinta deci- 
ma T)ecembris 1517. Pontificatus nojiri anno 
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In Engliſh as followeth. 


Ope Leo the tenth to our beloved Daugh- 

ters in Chriſt the Prioreſs and Nuns of 
the Convent of St. Martha in Milan, Health 
and our Apoſtolical Benediction. W hereas 
the Reverend Dionyſius, Biſhop of Macchow, 
Ambaſſador from Francis the moſt Chriſtian 
King to Us and the Apoſtolick See, has de- 
clar d on your behalf, that You greatly de- 
fire that Veronica, ſomerime a profeſs'd Nun of 
your Convent, may be allowed Worſhip in 
your Convent, and her Image be put up in your 
Churches and Chappels,and that you may pay 


Saint-like Veneration unto her; upon account | 


of the extraordinary Virtues of her Exem- 
plary Life, her Faſtings, Prayings, Watch- 
ings, and many other religious Acts accepta- 
ble to God, which in her Lifetime with his 
aſſiſting Grace ſhe perform'd ; ſo that we may 
piouſly believe ſhe is gone to Heaven : up- 
on Account likewiſe of frequent Miracles 
which our Lord ſince her death hath wrought 
at her Interceſſion: Alſo in regard of the ſin- 
\gular Eſteem you had for her, and that the 
tervour of your Devotion may more and more 
increaſe and that you may daily become grea- 
ter Proficients in all good Works: For theſe 
Reaſons the aforeſaid Dionyſius Biſhop and 
Ambaſſador hath in your Name humbly be- 
ſought us that we wou'd (according to the 
Obligation of our Paſtoral Office) vouchſafe 
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all which he was an Eye-witneſs ; for he lived 
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to grant ſo pious and laudable a Requeſt. We 
therefore who are glad of all Occaſions to 
ſtir up and excite every true Believer (eſpe- 
cially thoſe of the Female Sex who ſerve the 
Lord in the ſweetneſs of his Yoak,) to pay 
Adoration and Devotion ta the Saints of God 
of either Sex, that they endeavour to be like 
them; Being readily inclin'd to grant ſuch 
Petitions, We, for your ſpecial Conſolation, 
Do, with Apoſtolical . Authority by theſe 
Preſents, and in the plenitude of our Power, 
Grant and Indulge you in the favour of Wor- 
ſhipping in Your Churches and Chapels Vero- 
nica as a Beatify'd Perſon, and to cauſe her 
Image to be put up or painted therein, and 


this without incurring any manner of Guilt 
| either of Idolatry or violating Your Conſcien- 


ces: All Apoſtolical Conſtitutions and Ordi- 


nances, and all other things whatſoever to the 


Contrary notwithſtanding. But by this We 
do not mean or intend that ſhe ſhall be put 
into the Catalogue of Saints, till ſuch time 
as we actually proceed to her Canonization. 
Given at Rome, at St. Peter's: under the 
Seal of the Fiſher, the 15th of December 1517, 
and in the 5th Year of our Pontificate. 
That is to ſay, twenty Tears after Veroni- 


_ ca's Deceaſe. 


This Bull is related Word for Word by 
Friar 1//dore de Iſollanis of the Order St. Dome- 
nic, in the Book which he wrote of the Life 
and Actions of this Servant of the Lord, to 
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at Milan at the time Veronica did, and was 
there at the Time that ſhe departed from 
this Mortal Life, as he himſelf confeſſes in 


his Preface to the ſaid Book. 


Here followeth an Evening Hymn to the 
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Regni ſuperni curiam 
Celeſtis it Veronica. 
Non aftra miratur nova; 
ug toties decurrerat. 
Terren* ſic faſlidiis; 5 
Expleri ut arſit cælici s. 
Non dape nutriti eſt ſalts 
Chriſti niſi, ſive Angeli. 
Hanc unice tam diligit, 
Rerum Creator, panderit 
Arcana ut alta. Cordibus 
Amor tacendi neſtins. 
Huic rurſus eſt Veronice 
Et natus, & demortuus ; 
| Surgit novus. Tot grandibus 
Hanc emerit vel unicam, 
Fe, Sponſe Feſu Virginum, 
eats adorent ordines: 
Et Nuptiali cantico 
Laudent in omne Seculum. 


ANTHEM. 


: 
* 


Hæc eft virgo ſapiens; que accepta lampade, 
fumpſit ſecum oleum: & veniente Domino in- 
trotvit cum eo ad nuptias. | 


Verſ. 
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Verſ. Ora pro nobis, Beata Veronica. YA 
Reſp. Ut digni efficiamur promiſſionibus 


Chriſti. 
PRAYER. 
Beata merita Veronice Virgints nos, Jue- 
ſumus, Domine, proſequantur : quia non de- 


Mi fnis propitius intueri, quos talibus auxiliis 
conceſſeris ad juxtam. Per Dominum, &c. 


A Morning Hymn. 


Plenis 0 manibus Lilia texit, 
Plenis, & numeris carmina Virgines, 
Multus flos niveus frontibus: illiget 
. vox nexibus aurea. 
Præclaròo ſuperum ſponſa Veronica 
Sacratur tha lamo. Evertice Libani 
En Chriſti, veniat, vox rogat aurea; ut 
Jungat dextera nuptias. 
Alme d qui meritis gaudia candidis 
Sponſt te redhibes; ſit tibi gloria: 
. Grew totus reſonans Virgineus Chorus 
AEternam in ſeriem canat. 


ANTHEM. 


Vent, electa mea: & ponam in te thronum 
meum: quia concupivit rex ſpeciem tuam. 

Verſ. Adducentur regi Virgines poſt eam. 

Reſp. Proximæ ejus afferentur tibi. 


* n 
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PRAYER. 


E xaud; mos Deus ſalutaris noſter, ut ſicut de 
| Beate Veronicæ Virginis tuæ cummemorat ione 
gaudemus: ita pie devotionis erudiamur affe- 
thu. Per Dommun, &c. 


N. B. The preceding Office for Celebra- 
ting the Worſhip of Veronica is ſtrictly ac- 
cording to the Printed Book, in which there 

are ſome Faults of the Preſs, but more (Ithink) 
of the Author who compoſed it. 


In Engliſh Proſe it runs thus. 


Eronica zs gane to Heaven, 
| The Court of the King of Kings: 
Where ſhe beholds nothing new, 
Who had been there ſo often before. 


Earthly T hings ſhe nauſeated, 
And long d for none but Heavenly: 


She was ſatisfy'd with no Food 
But that of Chriſt, or an Angel. 


The Creator of the Univerſe 

Low'd her (and none but hor) ſo much 
He let her into all his Secrets. 

For Cordial Love knows no reſerve. 


Cod, for the ſake of our Veronica, 
Again is born, gain is dead, 
_ ariſes; ſuch great Things 
He docs, to 3 her alone. 


Thee, 


* 7 


ve Ver obica. 111. 


| "2 hee, Teh Bridegroom of the Vii irgins, 

Let all the Heau'nly Hoſt Adore, 
And praiſe in Neri Songs thy Name, 
pom and from venceforsh Evermore. 


ANTHEM. 


' This was one of the Wiſe Virgins : ſhe took | 
= in her Lamp, when ſhe Wenr forth to meet 


Br ide-groom. 
Verſ. Pray for us, Bleſſed Veronica 
Reſp. That we may be made worthy of Py s 
Promiſes. 


PRAYER. 


O Lord, we beſeech thee, let the bleſſed Me- 
rits of the Virgin Veronica go along with us, 
that we may profit thereby: for thou never re- 
fuſeſt to look down upon thoſe to whom thou * 
granted ſuch Helps, &c. 


A Morning H Y M N. 


E R Hands are filÞPd with Lillies : 

H The Virgins chant forth harmonious Songs: 
Let many a Snow-white Flower adorn 
In tr Wreaths the Brows of him 
Who by the Golden Voice is Eno. 
Veronica zs made a Bride, 
Ts bedded in the higheſt Heavens. 
Lo! from the Summit of Mount Libanus 
_ The golden Voice of Chriſt provokes her 
To come and tye the Nuptial Knot. 


* 


— Nen 
O thou chaſte gentle Bridegroom, | 
| 2 ho to Veronica's unblemiſhd Merit 
Yo Toft now reſtore thy ſelf, aud fill with Joy! 
Her ardent Soul: bleft be thy Name! - 
And maythe Yirgin-Quirereſound it ever 


AN T H E M. 


0 ome, my Choſen one: And I will place my 
7 hbrone in thee ; for the King hath EK af- 
ter thy Beauty. 
Verſ. After her, the King ſhall be era 
with other Virgins. _ 
Reſp. The next i in Merit ſhall be brought un- 
fo Thee. gt, 


PRAYER, 


0 God, our Comfort, hear us; 3 . that. as we 
ręjoyce in remembring thy bleſſed Vargin Vero- 
nica, /0 we may likewiſe be Nr wart aSenſe 
of true Devotion, | 


